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President’s Message

The Snowbirds are returning to Florida, most will
remain thru the Winter. The migratory birds are also
returning, some to spend the Winter with the local
permanent bird population but most stay for only a
few days or weeks before continuing on to their
wintering grounds in Central and South America, the
Caribbean, and Mexico.

“Happiness is the harvest of a quiet eye”-Austin
O’Malley

We have many excellent birding sites in Florida.

The Great Florida Birding Trail Commemorative
Guides by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission list the location and birds most likely
seen at the various sites. Near Fort Pierce you will
find Indrio Savannahs, Savannas Preserve State
Park, Fort Pierce Inlet, Bear Point Sanctuary,
Pinelands and my favorite ,which is close by ,the
Indian River County Wetlands Treatment Facility.

Join St.Lucie Audubon, attend our monthly
meetings, and enjoy our field trips lead by world
class birders.

Thank you for your support

Dan Walma

Meeting Place

Oxbow Eco-Center

5400 NE St. James Drive
Port St. Lucie, FI 34983

Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road
/ 1.5 miles north of Airoso Blvd.

Calendar of Events

Meeting: Thursday, December 4" @ 7 pm,

speaker Alto “Bud” Adams

Field Trip: Saturday, December 6, 8 am to

Port Salerno Stormwater Treatment Area.
(See back cover for more details.)

Upcoming Events

Bud Adams Breakfast February 8 th

The annual Bud Adams breakfast will be held on February
8. A full hot breakfast will be served and a bus tour of the
ranch will be included. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. and
caravan to the ranch. Cost is $25 per person in advance.
This is a very special trip so reserve early as it fills up
quickly.

Painted Bunting Trip February 21

Reserve now for a special trip to a beautiful private resi-
dence to view colorful Painted and Indigo Buntings. There
is a charge of $15 for this special trip that has a limit of 20
people. Meet at 8:00 a.m.

Reserve your spot for these events by calling
Dotty Hull at 340-2226

Wake-up Call Lecture Series
Oxbow Eco Center presents

December 6" * 11 am
Eco -Art Inspiring Stewardship
Dr. Mary Jo Aagerstoun

Learn how eco-art is inspiring local communities to take
responsibility for their environment.

This is a FREE event, just bring your coffee cup to enjoy
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Since everyone reading this newsletter is a member of an
Audubon Society, either local or national, | assume that you
all enjoy watching birds and noting which ones you see.
Have you ever thought about doing just a bit more with the
valuable scientific information you gather by bird-watching?
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Audubon Society
have made it possible for any birder to contribute to an
expanding database of bird abundance and distribution. All
you need is access to a computer and a visit to the eBird
Web site.

The eBird Web site allows birders to submit data on
numbers of birds, the species seen, and the location where
you were birding. Those of you who “bird by ear” may enter
the birds you hear and see. You are not limited to one
location; you can report birds you see anywhere—parks,
school yards, your backyard—as long as you specify the
location. You can access your counts any time, allowing
you to look at what you have seen in new ways. With eBird,
you can track when you first see a particular fall migrant
every year or which birds are less plentiful than previous
years. Best of all, registration is free!

Cornell Lab of Ornithology uses the information from eBird
to maximize available biodiversity data on birds and shares
this knowledge globally. In 2006, eBird participants
reported more than 4.3 million bird sightings across North
America. That is far more information than biologists could
collect using spot counts like the Christmas Bird Count or
the Great Backyard Bird Count. This information could
prove invaluable to biologists and conservationists because
eBird participants help track species that are declining and
increasing in population. Consider helping bird
conservation by registering with eBird and submitting your
counts; the Web site is http://ebird.org/content/ebird
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i A one-year chapter membership extends from January to
: January. You may use the coupon below to begin or
' renew your membership.

é SLAS is now offering a Chapter-only annual membership
i for those who want to financially support their local
: chapter. The following dues options apply:

: Each local membership includes a subscription to the

' monthly newsletter “The Laughing Gull”. You may

; receive “The Laughing Gull” via standard mail or

: electronically via email. Please indicate your preference

: Please make checks payable to and send to:
i St. Lucie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 12474,
: Fort Pierce, FL 34979

i City:
; State:
' Phone:
' E-mail:

Zip:

New membership: Renewal:

: Please send my “Laughing Gull” by:
! Email or Standard mail:

;Address: I
Thanks for your support.

Christmas Bird Count Dinner
Food Contributions Needed

We are asking for contributions of prepared food to
be served after the count to those who spent the
day counting birds. Food must be delivered to the
Oxbow Eco-Center by 4:30 p.m. on December 20.
Call Dotty Hull at 340-2226 to volunteer to bring
food.

LAUGHING GULL

: I I ndividual $20 per ye
: I Family: $25 per year

: (for 2 or more people in same household) '

i I Sponsor: $50 per y;ear
: I Patron: $100 per year
! I Lifetime: $500 i


http://ebird.org/content/ebird
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A Young Fledgling in Training
By Elsa Millard

Bird watching is new to me and | had the grand honor of
watching a Bald Eagle nest for a couple of years. The pair
had 3 eaglets this year. Watching them flapping their
wings and lifting off their nest was breathtaking. Without
warning, the oldest flew away from its solitary pine to the
edge of a long row of slash pine. And he landed quite well
for such a young fellow. The rest followed suit in their
time.

On one particular day of observing, there were none in the
nest. The parents were in a nearby bare tree of some
nature, just looking over the field without a fledgling in site.
Mom flew away leaving Dad alone with his thoughts. |
switched my gaze, lazily, to other things. | heard a sound
and turned my head and missed the great swoop of the
adult Bald Eagle. | thought, “Oh no, he’s gone! “
Suddenly, a movement in the distance caught my eye and
there was Dad on the ground. The next thing | knew, a
large bird was next to him and in my ignorance of bird
ways of life, | thought it was a vulture. Then as the second
bird pounced onto the ground, | realized this was the
oldest fledgling learning to hunt!

The fledgling prostrated his body on the ground claiming
his meal, even though good old Dad got it for him. Dad
flew away and the eaglet stayed over the prey for some
time. Soon, he started pecking at it, but then flew away.
A few seconds later, he was back, pecking at it some
more. He lifted it up, but dropped it immediately and flew
away again. The third time he came back; he grabbed the
creature and, oh so slowly, managed to fly away, up into
the nearest tree, to enjoy his meal. What a rare treat for
me and not a camera to capture it with.

Feathered Friends

The Christmas Bird Count began in 1900 when two men
decided it would be better to go out and count birds rather
than shoot them. The CBC has been conducted across
America each year since that first count. By participating in
Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count, the counters help
scientists understand how birds are faring amid
unprecedented environmental challenges. The data they
collect informs the world about the State of Birds, and
provides the information we need to shape their future and
ours.

Our Audubon chapter is proud to be participating in the
109th National Audubon Society’s Annual Christmas Bird
Count. The Ft. Pierce Christmas Bird Count has been held
43 times. Two early counts were held in 1918 and 1948.
Consecutive counts began in 1957 and have continued
through the present with only four missed years. The 15
mile circle boundaries are Indrio Road on the north, the
ocean on the east, Prima Vista Blvd. on the south, and
Header Canal on the west.

This year the Ft. Pierce Count will be held on December
20™. Birdwatchers will be counting birds in 11 areas of the
fifteen-mile circle.

A traditional after CBC dinner will be held for the counters
who spent the day counting birds.

Don't forget to check the the website regularly.
It's updated with links to news stores of interest
as often as daily. The latest newsletter will be
there, as well as available information on meetings
and field trips.

JUNGLE CRUIS

1:00 PM Daily
See alligators, turtles, birds and more.
River Park Marina on Prima Vista Blvd.

?

BIRD WATCHING CRUISE

4:00PM Wednesday (seasonal)

Experience Bird Island & see several

Hundred nesting birds!

Rivergate Park/ Midport Rd.
RESERVATION REQUIRED
River Lilly 772 -489 -8344

Reduce!
Recycle!
Reuse!

Websites
www.goodsearch.com
www.realgoods.com
www.floridanativeplants.com
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Applications Area just south of Stuart. This is a new area with a boardwalk going around

a wetland. Birds should be plentiful there. From there we will visit some
Websites of Interest 3 | nearby areas where we may see Florida Scrub Jays.

Meet at 8 a.m. in front of the Sears Essential store on St. Lucie West Blvd.
Feathered Friends 3 | Park in the parking lot farthest away from the store. We will carpool from
there. For more information, call Dotty Hull at 340-2226

Get your Laughing Gull by e - mail

Do the “Green Thing ” and help our chapter save printing and mailing costs by getting your newsletter
by email. No special program is needed to open it, and you can print it out if you prefer to read if offline.
To sign up, send your name and email address to newsletter@stlucieaudubon.org
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