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The Newsletter of the St. Lucie Audubon Society

As “An Advocate for the preservation of the Earth’s diverse ecosystems”, this society shall be engaged in educational, 
scientific, investigative, literary, historical, philanthropic and charitable pursuits.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS has monthly meetings, open to the public, which are entertaining,
informative and educational.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS has monthly field trips, open to the public, led by experienced, volunteer
birders.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS offers annual bird identification classes combined with field trips.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS members saved the lives of many Gopher Tortoises by moving them from
an area about to be developed to a safe habitat.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS sponsors Audubon Adventures, an elementary teaching program and an
annual Environmental School Science Project Award.
MEMBERS SUPPORT THIS WORK: SLAS has informative and educational exhibits at Heathcote Holiday, Party in the
Park, Naturefest and others.
Members support this work and many other projects which protect our environment, protect our wildlife and preserve our
land and waters. Why not join the Audubon Society and help us make a difference.

Thanks for your support Dan Walma

www.stlucieaudubon.org

Meeting
Thursday, May 7th

Jim David, St Lucie Mosquito Control.

Field Trip

Saturday, May 9th,
Sebastian Inlet State Park ( Spruce Bluff trip cancelled )

(more details at meeting)

Special Thanks

Meeting Place
Oxbow Eco-Center

5400 NE St. James Drive, Pt St. Lucie, Fl 34983
Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road / 1.5 miles north of Airoso

A special “Thank You” to The Water Lilly Cruises for 
sponsoring May's Meeting.

The Water Lilly Cruises
Daily Cruises leaving from the

Rivergate Marina

For more
information

or reservations
please call

772-489-8344.
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President’s Message
GRAY HAIR IS NOT A PREREQUISITE FOR JOINING SLAS

	 The SLAS Board members and Chairpersons 
have been hard at work this summer. They have an 
exciting program planned for 2009-2010. Outstand-
ing speakers covering a wide variety of topics, from 
the backyard, to the beach, to the Indian River, to 
the Everglades, to the Ocean, and from piping plo-
vers, caracaras to backyard birds, have been sched-
uled for our general meetings. Monthly Field trips 
have been planned to Merritt Island, Green Cay, the 
Everglades, and more with boat trips on the Indian 
and St. Lucie River waterways.  The Bird Education 

classes will be evening classes in January.  
	 Plan to attend our meetings and join our field 
trips. Gray hair is not a prerequisite to joining St. Lu-
cie Audubon Society. We should encourage young 
people to become active members. Invite your 
friends and neighbors. Have them, along with you, 
attend our meetings and join our field trips
	 Do not forget to renew your membership.
	 Thank you for your support.                       		
	 Dan Walma

Calendar of Events
OCTOBER FIELD TRIP : 10/3/09
Indian River boat cruise with Capt Chop Lege.
     Meet at 9:45am outside the TIKI BAR, downtown 
Ft Pierce waterfront. The pontoon tour boat is now 
docked directly in front of the TIKI BAR ( not the 
same dock slip as last year ).
     The Farmer’s Market is held here the same day, so 
be sure to come early to give yourself enough time to 
find a parking space !   
      Seating is limited to 25, call Dorothy at 349-6025 
to reserve a spot; leave your full name and phone 
#....OR you may sign-up with me in person at our 
1st Audubon meeting on Oct 1. Priority goes to our 
SLAS members. Thank-you Capt Chop for freely of-
fering to share your knowledge of the Indian River 
with us again ! 
NOVEMBER FIELD TRIP: 11/14/09
STA 5 ( Stormwater Treatment Area # 5; Clewiston 
area)
     The Hendry County Audubon Society, in partner-
ship with the South Florida Water Management Dis-

trict (SFWMD), offers birding tours at the STA 5 near 
Clewiston. These STA’s provide effective cleaning of 
water flowing into the Everglades by using plantlife 
to remove phosphorus from the water...and the large 
wetlands act as magnets for birds. 
	 The tour is lead by a member of the Hendry 
County Audubon,  and starts at 8:30 am at the gate 
to STA5.......so this is a trip for you EARLY BIRDS!! 
We will have to leave our meeting spot in Pt St Lucie 
by 6am SHARP to make it there in time (Clewiston is 
south of Lake Okeechobee)....details on the meeting 
spot will be in November newsletter. Carpooling is 
strongly encouraged for this trip. The STA 5  birding 
tour is by reservation only and there are 20 spots 
reserved on this tour for St Lucie Audubon....so con-
tact Dorothy at 349-6025 and leave full name and 
phone # .....OR you may sign-up with me in person 
at our Audubon meetings. Since this is a limited # 
trip, priority goes to SLAS members.
     Remember to check the November newsletter for 
more info.

October 1st Meeting: First meeting of the season, speaker George Jones, Indian River Keeper, 7 p.m. 
November 5th Meeting: speaker Dr. Edith Widder, Exploring and Protecting Planet Ocean, 7 p.m.

Meeting Place: Oxbow Eco-Center • 5400 NE St. James Drive, Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34983
Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road • 1.5 miles north of Airoso
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Sun, 09/06/2009 - 07:50 — Ecovoice Moderator 
http://sites.google.com/site/donbrowne/news
 Bald Eagles - Florida’s First Snowbirds
	 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission has received reports of bald eagles re-
turning to nesting territories throughout Florida the 
past few weeks.
This majestic bird that calls Florida home during its 
nesting season has been flying back to former nesting 
sites from Duval to Collier counties, although there 
are no reports of nesting activity yet. The official start 
of the nesting season is Oct. 1.
	 The FWC removed the bald eagle from the 
state’s threatened species list in 2008 and at the 
same time implemented a bald eagle management 
plan with guidelines to help residents avoid causing 
a disturbance to nesting bald eagles. People should 
follow the management plan whenever activities or 
projects are being conducted within 660 feet of an 
eagle’s nest when eagles are present. Bald eagles are 

protected from disturbance by the Florida Adminis-
trative Code, as well as two federal laws: the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act.
	 The FWC is committed to conserving the bald 
eagle. All known nesting territories are surveyed an-
nually by aircraft to monitor nesting activity and re-
production, according to Kirkpatrick.
In Florida, bald eagles may begin gathering materials 
for nests in late September or early October. They 
begin laying eggs as early as October and as late as 
April, with incubation lasting approximately 35 days. 
Once hatched, the fledglings begin flying from the 
nest at 11 weeks, but stay with their parents an ad-
ditional four to 11 weeks.
	 For more information on bald eagles and a copy 
of the management plan, go to MyFWC.com/Eagle. 
If you suspect there is a potential wildlife violation 
occurring, call the Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-
FWCC (3922).
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*** SPONSORS WANTED ***
St. Lucie County has a new policy of charging Non-Profits

for use of County facilities.
Our cost is $45.00 per month payable in advance. We are

looking for sponsors to underwrite the cost of using
Oxbow-Eco-Center.

In return we will acknowledge individual or company
names in our Newsletter several times

during the ensuing year. If you are interested in sponsoring
SLAôs ongoing program please

send checks to :

ST. LUCIE AUDUBON,
P.O. BOX 12474,

FORT PIERCE, FL 34979

Below is the copy of the letter presented to Dotty & Hank Hull at the April board meeting and all members of the Board present signed it.

April 9, 2009

Dotty and Hank Hull
Palms of St Lucie West
501 Cashmere Blvd Apt 214
Port St Lucie, FL 34986 Phone: 772-340-2226

Dear Dotty and Hank:
The members of the St. Lucie Audubon Society were very sorry when you had to resign from your many duties on the Board of
Directors in February 2009. While we try to understand the reason we want you to know how much you both will be missed. All the
members say how much you have inspired them and furthered their education and love of birds by being with
you on so many occasions.

Shortly after you joined the Society when Grace Stock was president in 1989, you became leaders of this group. Hank served as
president in the 1990ôs for two terms.
You both led the Birding Education classes for many years. Dotty served as Membership Chairman, Adams Ranch Breakfast
Planner and kept the Christmas Bird Count accurate for years. Dotty edited the Laughing Gull and wrote the Feathered Friends
column. Hank served on the Board and was Field Trip Chairman and showed us many different birds.

You have given many years and hours of your life for the members of this Society. For which we all are so grateful. Today the
Members join their Members of the Board of Directors to thank you and honor you both with a

ñLIFETIME MEMBERSHIP AWARDò
In your beloved St. Lucie Audubon Society.

Dan Walma
Dan Walma, President

Pat Bounds wwalter3@bellsouth.net

5Stillbirding@peoplepc.com

DunZippy@aol.comLiz Dunleavy

Thanks to the Following Sponsors
John and Nettie Brolman

Deena and Dana Wade - “River Lilly”
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Submitted by Ed Bowes
	 On Wednesday, September 9, the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) announced the agency had 
accepted a petition to list the gopher tortoise as 
threatened in the eastern portion of its range. FWS 
defines threatened species as any species which is 
likely to become an endangered species within the 
foreseeable future throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range. The gopher tortoise has been 
listed as threatened in the western portion if its range 
(western Alabama to southeaster Louisiana) since 
1987. Accepting the petition has triggered a status 
review of the gopher tortoise by the FWS. According 
to the FWS Web site, the agency “is soliciting sci-
entific and commercial data and other information 
regarding the status of and threats facing the gopher 
tortoise throughout all of its range.” (www.fws.gov/
northflorida/GopherTortoise) This development is 
of interest to St. Lucie Audubon members because 
of previous gopher tortoise rescue activities by the 
chapter. 
	 The eastern portion of the gopher tortoise’s 
range includes Alabama east of the Mobile River, 
Georgia, Florida, and southeastern South Carolina. 
Florida contains the largest portion of the total range 
of the species, and quite possibly the largest remain-
ing population of gopher tortoises. The FWS accept-
ed the following reasons to review gopher tortoise 
status:
•	 Habitat destruction—land modification for urban 
development has increased by 614% in the eastern 
portion of the gopher tortoise’s range while natural 
pine habitat (pine uplands) has decreased by 61%. 
Habitat degradation fragments tortoise populations 
and forces them to forage further for food.
•	 Disease or predation—the number of gopher 
tortoises reported as killed by upper respiratory tract 
disease has risen since 1995. Higher disease burden 
reduces the ability of gopher tortoises to reproduce. 
High nest predation in north Florida and south Geor-
gia resulted in the destruction of 80% of gopher tor-
toise nests and a hatchling mortality rate of 94.2%.
•	 The species slow sexual maturation and low re-
productive rate—female gopher tortoises take 9 to 21 
years to mature sexually and lay only one clutch per 
year. This was one reason the western gopher tor-
toise population was listed as threatened in 1987.
	 The rationale for listing the gopher tortoise as 
threatened is compelling and chilling. Humans have 

had a dramatic impact on the land in Florida since 
1987, yet developers want growth rules loosened 
to permit more building on gopher tortoise habitat. 
This year, the Florida legislature passed Senate Bill 
360, which removed concurrency requirements for 
increased traffic from development and revised the 
definition of “existing urban service area” to permit 
more sprawl. St. Lucie County has joined other Flor-
ida counties in suing the State of Florida for Senate 
Bill 360 as an unfunded mandate that voids local 
control of growth. Adding the gopher tortoise as a 
threatened species to this mix will make developers 
very unhappy. 
	 As a concerned citizen and resident of Florida, 
be sure to follow the FWS review of the gopher tor-
toise’s status and legislative reaction to the probable 
listing of the tortoise as a threatened species. The 
fallout will affect growth management rules through-
out Florida
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Membership Application

L A U G H I N G G U L L

A one-year chapter membership extends from January to January. You
may use the coupon below to begin or renew your membership.

SLAS is now offering a Chapter-only annual membership for those who
want to financially support their local chapter. The following dues options

apply:

Ǐ   Individual: $20 per year   
Ǐ   Family: $25 per year 

(for 2 or more people in same household)
Ǐ   Sponsor: $50 per year
Ǐ   Patron: $100 per year
Ǐ   Lifetime: $500

Each local membership includes a subscription to the monthly newsletter
ñThe Laughing Gullò. You may receive ñThe Laughing Gullò via standard 
mail or electronically via email. Please indicate your preference below.

Please make checks payable to and send to:
St. Lucie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 12474,

Fort Pierce, FL 34979

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________________________
State: _____________ Zip: _____________________
Phone: ________________________________ ____
E-mail: _____________________________________
New membership: ______ Renewal: ______

Please send my ñLaughing Gullò by: 
Email _____ or Standard mail: _____

Thanks for your support.

Submitted by Ed Bowes

This should clear up the confusion surrounding the ñSee Insertò 
message in the last newsletter. This information is from Cornell Lab
of Ornithology.
You hear a loud thud at your living room window. Looking up, you
see a few tiny feathers stuck to the glass. Others drift slowly to the
ground. One more bird has been struck down in a collision with a
plate-glass window. Bird-window crashes are an all-too-common
phenomenon. These collisions usually involve small birds, such as
ýnches, that fall unnoticed to the ground. Sometimes the birds are 
merely stunned and recover in a few moments. Often, however, they
die. The number of birds killed by collisions with windows is
staggeringðestimates range as high as 100 million per year. Does this
mean that you should stop feeding birds? Not at all. It means that if
you notice birds striking your windows, you should take steps to
eliminate the problem.

Some Solutions
1) Move feeders to new locations. Usually bird strikes occur at one or
two windows. Moving feeders away from them may solve the problem
entirely.
2) Place feeders closer to the glass. If a feeder is just a foot or two
from a window, panicked birds may still þy into it, but probably wonôt 
have enough momentum to injure themselves.
3) Alter the windowôs appearance. If you donôt want to move your 
feeders, or if relocating them doesnôt solve your problem, youôll need 
to alter the appearance of the offending windows. But to do this,
youôll need to ýgure out why the collisions are occurring. Are birds 
confused because the window is reþecting the landscape behind it? Is 
the glass so transparent they think it isnôt there? To ýnd out, youôll 
need to get a birdôs-eye view.

See-Through Glass
Go to your feeder and look at your window. Can you see through it? If
so, the birds can, too. Is there a plant inside the house that might be
attractive to birds? If so, try moving it. Is there another window on the
opposite side of the house, creating the illusion of a þy-through
passage? Try making your windows less transparent by changing the
lighting inside the houseðpull a shade or open or close a door. You
can also make glass less transparent by taping paper to the inside of
the panes. This is unsightly, but itôs a good temporary measure until 
you can ýnd a better solution. Commercially available hawk 
silhouettes are effective at deterring window strikes, as long as you
use several. They work not because they look like hawks, but because
they break up the windowôs appearance. Another solution is to put up 
a commercially available decal that is a replica stabilimentum or white
zig-zag from the center of an orbital spiderôs web. It is thought that 
spiders create the highly visible zig-zag so birds and large insects will
avoid þying into and destroying their webs. Note: Do not attach 
objects directly to thermopane windows without consulting the
manufacturer.

Conservation Corner Reþective Windows 
Windows that mirror the outside habitat present a different problem. If
you see branches or sky reþected in the glass when you look at your 
windows, youôll understand why the birds are confused. Changing the 
lighting inside the house or fastening objects to the inside of the glass
wonôt help. Instead, youôll need to alter the windowôs appearance by 
placing something on the outside. As a temporary measure, you can
rub a bar of soap on the window (the streaks can be easily removed).
Other solutions include attaching strips of paper or cardboard to the
window, hanging ribbons, streamers, colored string, festive garlands,
or even mobiles in front of it.

Screens and Netting
Another solution is to place some kind of screen or netting over the
window. This wonôt obstruct the view; birds will continue to þy into 
the window. They should bounce off relatively unharmed. Fruit-tree
netting, pulled tightly over a window should reduce or elimi-
nate injured birds.



Submitted by Ruth Neese

	 The first sign of fall migration appeared 
in August—the Barn Swallows were here! 
Florida is a refueling point before these 
birds continue to Central and South Ameri-
ca. Barn Swallows (Hirundo rustica) winter 
as far south as Tierra del Fuego, Argentina. 
Almost everyone on Earth has seen a Barn 
Swallow since they are the most widely 
distributed and abundant swallows in the 
world. Farmers favor these birds because 
they eat many pest insects and will nest in 
agricultural structures, which is how they 
got their name.
	 Barn Swallows are distinguishable by 
their iridescent dark blue upper feathers, 
buffy to rusty-red throat and chest, and 
white-spotted deeply forked tails. Males 
and females are similar in color while juve-
niles have shorter tails and cream-colored 
breast and belly. The average lifespan in the 
wild is 6-8 years; males tend to live longer 
than females. Like all other swallows, Barn 
Swallows hunt insects and eat on the wing. 

In Florida, we often see Barn Swallows 
swooping over groves, fields, roadways, 
ponds, and canals, hunting flying insects.
	 Unfortunately, Barn Swallows do not 
nest in this part of Florida. We only see 
them during migration in fall and spring as 
they travel between wintering and breeding 
grounds. However, Barn Swallows do nest 
in the Florida Panhandle. 
	 As an early harbinger of fall migration, 
Barn Swallows signal the flood of birds to 
come! When I see swallows, I know the 
warblers and raptors cannot be far behind. 
Which warbler is the first to appear in St. 
Lucie County during fall migration? In hon-
or of the start of a new season for St. Lucie 
Audubon, I am offering a little contest. The 
first three people to email the answer to the 
question--what is the first warbler to be seen 
in St. Lucie County during fall migration--
will be treated to a “backstage tour” of the 
Treasure Coast Wildlife Center. Send your 
answers to eddie_ruth@msn.com Winners 
will be announced at the November meet-
ing.
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Meeting:Thursday,May7
th

JimDavid,St.LucieMosquitoControl.Hewillspeakaboutthecontrolsystemandthe
birdsassociatedwiththearea.
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FieldTrip:SaturdayMay9
th

SebastianInletStatePark
(SpruceBlufftripcancelled)

Ourfinaltripoftheseasonisgearedtoour"non-migratory"members!SebastianInlet
StateParkisontheGreatFloridaBirdingTrail......shouldgiveusampleopportunityto
brushuponseagullsandothershorebirds.

WewillmeetattheHomeDepotparking-lotinFortPiercebetween7:15am--7:30
am......weleaveat7:30sharp(itisabouta1hourdrivefromFtPierce).....carpooling
encouragedsincethereisa$5percarfeetoenterpark.WewillentertheNorthEntrance
ofthepark(goovertheinletbridge)...Iwillhavedirectionstogiveout...bringyourown
sandwiches/drinks...ANDofcourseyourguide-books.Anyquestionsgivemea
call.....DorothySchultz----Home#879-1617(leaveamessageifIamatworkandIwill
getbacktoyou).
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