
April 15, 2010 Field Trip (Thursday)
River Lilly Cruise Boat!
 Our April field trip is something special...a late 
afternoon/early evening boat trip on the River Lilly. 
This will be on Thursday, April 15 and we need to 
be at the boat dock in River Park Marina on Prima 
Vista Boulevard, Port St. Lucie, no later than 3:45 
PM. The boat departs promptly at 4:00 PM. Owners 
of the River Lilly are our own Audubon members, 
Deena and Dana Wade, and they will take us to the 
rookeries on the St. Lucie River where we will see 
hundreds of nesting birds! This is an experience you 
do not want to miss. The trip is open to all, but you 
MUST call Deena at 772-489-8344 to reserve a seat. 

Cost is $20 per person and Deena and Dana are 
generously donating the fees back to the St. Lucie 
Audubon Society in honor of the memory of long-
time member Dotty Hull. Please, let’s make this a 
full boat in Dotty’s honor! Call Deena ASAP to re-
serve a seat. 772-489-8344.

 May Meeting: May 6, 2010 Speaker 
Greg Braun - Piping Plovers.

May 8, 2010 Field Trip going to Fort 
Pierce/Sebastian State Park.
 Meeting location for the Field Trip to be announced 
at the Membership Meeting.
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President’s Message

 Florida’s shorebirds, beaches, coral reefs, sea 
grass beds and fishery could all be threatened if oil 
drilling takes place in the coastal waters of Florida. 
Why take this chance if a recently released report is 
correct?   According to the report, Florida off shore   
reserves amount to less than a week’s worth of oil.
 Coastal oil drilling has been called dirty, danger-
ous and ugly.
 The Florida Legislature is now being pressured 
by lobbyists with deep pockets, full of money from 
the oilmen, to lift the ban on drilling for crude oil in 
Florida’s coastal waters.
The Florida State House passed a bill last year to 
allow offshore drilling, 3 miles and beyond, in state 
waters. The Senate may take up the bill soon.

 Thousands of Floridians, on February 13, 2010, 
gathered on beaches and held hands from Pensa-
cola to Key West and Miami to Jacksonville, creat-
ing human lines in the sand protesting oil drilling in 
Florida waters.
 Your voice and actions can make a difference.  The 
Audubon of Florida web site (audubonofflorida.org) 
has a sample message to send to your State Sena-
tors and State Representatives or you may contact 
Sen. Bill Nelson by phone 202 224 5274 or by the 
web billnelson.senate.gov. 
 Join the SLAS, attend our meetings, enjoy our field 
trips and invite your friends and neighbors.
 Thank you for your support. 
             Dan Walma

Calendar of Events

April Meeting: April 1, 2010  Speaker Jennifer Cochran with the Loggerhead Marinelife Center

Meeting Place: Oxbow Eco-Center • 5400 NE St. James Drive, Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34983

Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road • 1.5 miles north of Airoso
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 Twelve members participated in the Saturday 
morning field trip to the Vero Wetlands. The sky 
was cloudless, minimal wind and temperature 
from the low forties to the low sixties.  We identi-
fied sixty species, en route and at the wetlands, 
plus an American Alligator and a Northern River 
Otter. Nesting Sandhill Cranes, Blue-winged Teal 

engaged in a mating ritual, Green-winged Teal 
(smallest dabbling duck in North America) and 
an American Black Duck (a more Northern bird 
seldom in Florida) were seen. The complete bird 
list is available on the SLAS web site. stlucie-
audubon.org

St. Lucie Audubon Field Trip to Vero Wetlands March 6, 2010
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*** SPONSORSWANTED ***

St. Lucie County has a new policy of charging Non-Profits
for use of County facilities.

Our cost is $45.00 per month payable in advance. We are
looking for sponsors to underwrite the cost of using

Oxbow-Eco-Center.

In return we will acknowledge individual or company
names in our Newsletter several times

during the ensuing year. If you are interested in sponsoring
!"#$%&'()'*()&+,'),-.&+/0-%0

send checks to :

ST. LUCIE AUDUBON,
P.O. BOX 12474,

FORT PIERCE, FL 34979

Pat Bounds wwalter3@bellsouth.net

5Stillbirding@peoplepc.com

DunZippy@aol.comLiz Dunleavy

Adella Blacka ABLACKA@gmail.com

Jay Wise Lindyjay@bellsouth.net

Judith Whittemore wilbarwhit@bellsouth.net

eddie_ruth@msn.com

Lifetime Members of SLAS

Dan and Donna Walma 

Bob Bangert

Bob and Liz Dunleavy

Hart and Jewel Rufe

Thanks to the Following Sponsors

John and Nettie Brolman
Deena and Dana Wade - “River Lilly”

Ed Bowes & Ruth Neese
Treasure Coast Wildlife Center

Billi Wagner
Sampala Farms

Elections will be held at the April SLAS Gen-
eral Meeting. The candidates for 2010-2011 
are: President-Ruth Neese, Vice President - 
Dorothy Schultz, Treasurer - Jay Wise, Record-
ing Secretary - Adella Blacka, Cooresponding 
Secretary - Liz Bardsley, Director-at-Large - 
Liz Dunleavy
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Submitted by Ed Bowes
 Can you name the major state-funded conser-
vation program in Florida? It is Florida Forever, 
which succeeded Preservation 2000 in 2001. 
Through Florida Forever, the state has protected 
53,600 acres of springs and springsheds, 5190 
acres of shoreline, 300,000 acres of sustainable 
forest, and 158,700 acres of working agricultur-
al land. However, there remain many valuable 
lands, watersheds, estuaries, and ecosystems in 
need of protection.
 Florida Forever relies on state funding for 
making purchases, and in this economic down-
turn, state funding is in jeopardy. Our Agricul-
tural Commissioner, Charles Bronson, recently 
condemned the purchase of land through Florida 
Forever that expanded Paynes Prairie Preserve. 
Commissioner Bronson contended the money 

could be better spent on other things. There are 
many in the state legislature with similar opin-
ions. Shortsightedness at the state level would 
jeopardize the Indian River Lagoon Blueway 
project, a Florida Forever priority in St. Lucie 
Co.  
 My belief is that preserving land that provides 
potable water, sustains wildlife, and supports 
the reproduction of marine life is more crucial to 
the people of Florida than diverting preservation 
funds to some other purpose. Sustaining wildlife 
insures a generally healthy environment and 
supporting marine life promotes tourism and 
sustainable fishing. Governor Charlie Crist has 
earmarked 50 million dollars for Florida Forever 
in 2010. Write your state legislators and demand 
that funding for Florida Forever projects remain 
intact.
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Below is the copy of the letter presented to Dotty & Hank Hull at the April board meeting and all members of the Board present signed it.

April 9, 2009

Dotty and Hank Hull
Palms of St Lucie West
501 Cashmere Blvd Apt 214
Port St Lucie, FL 34986 Phone: 772-340-2226

Dear Dotty and Hank:
The members of the St. Lucie Audubon Society were very sorry when you had to resign from your many duties on the Board of
Directors in February 2009. While we try to understand the reason we want you to know how much you both will be missed. All the
members say how much you have inspired them and furthered their education and love of birds by being with
you on so many occasions.

Shortly after you joined the Society when Grace Stock was president in 1989, you became leaders of this group. Hank served as
+,0%*10(2&*(&230&4556$%&7',&28'&20,.%9
You both led the Birding Education classes for many years. Dotty served as Membership Chairman, Adams Ranch Breakfast
Planner and kept the Christmas Bird Count accurate for years. Dotty edited the Laughing Gull and wrote the Feathered Friends
column. Hank served on the Board and was Field Trip Chairman and showed us many different birds.

You have given many years and hours of your life for the members of this Society. For which we all are so grateful. Today the
Members join their Members of the Board of Directors to thank you and honor you both with a

!"#$%&#'%('%')%*+,#-(./.*01
In your beloved St. Lucie Audubon Society.

Dan Walma
Dan Walma, President
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Membership Application

L A U G H I N G G U L L

A one-year chapter membership extends from January to January. You
may use the coupon below to begin or renew your membership.

SLAS is now offering a Chapter-only annual membership for those who
want to financially support their local chapter. The following dues options

apply:

!"""#$%&'&%()*+",-."/01"20)1"""
!"""3)4&*2+",-5"/01"20)1"

(for 2 or more people in same household)
!"""6/7$871+",5."/01"20)1
!"""9):17$+",;.."/01"20)1
!"""<&=0:&40+",5..

Each local membership includes a subscription to the monthly newsletter
:;30&"-<)3*()&=<//>9&?'<&.-@&,0A0*B0&:;30&"-<)3*()&=<//>&B*-&%2-(1-,1&
mail or electronically via email. Please indicate your preference below.

Please make checks payable to and send to:
St. Lucie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 12474,

Fort Pierce, FL 34979

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________________________
State: _____________ Zip: _____________________
Phone: ________________________________ ____
E-mail: _____________________________________
New membership: ______ Renewal: ______

C/0-%0&%0(1&.@&:"-<)3*()&=<//>&D@E&
Email _____ or Standard mail: _____

Thanks for your support.

Submitted by Ed Bowes

!"#$%$"&'()%*(+,-%'.%/"+%*&01'$#&0%$'--&'0)#02%/"+%34++%50$+-/6%
message in the last newsletter. This information is from Cornell Lab
of Ornithology.
You hear a loud thud at your living room window. Looking up, you
see a few tiny feathers stuck to the glass. Others drift slowly to the
ground. One more bird has been struck down in a collision with a
plate-glass window. Bird-window crashes are an all-too-common
phenomenon. These collisions usually involve small birds, such as
!"#$%&'()$*)(+*,,(-"".)/#%0().()$%(12.-"03(4.5%)/5%&()$%(6/20&(*2%(
merely stunned and recover in a few moments. Often, however, they
die. The number of birds killed by collisions with windows is
staggering7estimates range as high as 100 million per year. Does this
mean that you should stop feeding birds? Not at all. It means that if
you notice birds striking your windows, you should take steps to
eliminate the problem.

Some Solutions

1) Move feeders to new locations. Usually bird strikes occur at one or
two windows. Moving feeders away from them may solve the problem
entirely.
2) Place feeders closer to the glass. If a feeder is just a foot or two
from a window, panicked birds may still78(/").(/)'(6-)(92.6*6,8(:.";)(
have enough momentum to injure themselves.
89%:(/+-%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+=%51%>&'%)&0</%;,0/%/&%?&@+%>&'-%
1++)+-$A%&-%#1%-+(&*,/#02%/"+?%)&+$0</%$&(@+%>&'-%.-&B(+?A%>&'<((%0++)%
to alter the appearance of the offending windows. But to do this,
>&'<((%0++)%/&%!1-2%(.-)(:$8()$%(#.,,/&/."&(*2%(.##-22/"13(<2%(6/20&(
confused because the window is re7%#)/"1()$%(,*"0&#*9%(6%$/"0(/)=(>&(
/"+%2(,$$%$&%/-,0$.,-+0/%/"+>%/"#0C%#/%#$0</%/"+-+D%!&%!"0(.-)'(8.-;,,(
0++)%/&%2+/%,%B#-)<$-eye view.

See-Through Glass

Go to your feeder and look at your window. Can you see through it? If
so, the birds can, too. Is there a plant inside the house that might be
attractive to birds? If so, try moving it. Is there another window on the
opposite side of the house, creating the illusion of a78-through
passage? Try making your windows less transparent by changing the
lighting inside the house7pull a shade or open or close a door. You
can also make glass less transparent by taping paper to the inside of
/"+%.,0+$=%!"#$%#$%'0$#2"/(>A%B'/%#/<$%,%2&&)%/+?.&-,->%?+,$'-+%'0/#(%
you can!"0(*(6%))%2(&.,-)/."3(?.55%2#/*,,8(*@*/,*6,%($*:A(
silhouettes are effective at deterring window strikes, as long as you
use several. They work not because they look like hawks, but because
/"+>%B-+,C%'.%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+=%:0&/"+-%$&('/#&0%#$%/&%.'/%'.%
a commercially available decal that is a replica stabilimentum or white
zig-E,2%1-&?%/"+%*+0/+-%&1%,0%&-B#/,(%$.#)+-<$%;+B=%5/%#$%/"&'2"/%/",/%
spiders create the highly visible zig-zag so birds and large insects will
avoid78/"1(/").(*"0(0%&)2.8/"1()$%/2(:%6&3(B.)%C(D.(".)(*))*#$(
objects directly to thermopane windows without consulting the
manufacturer.

Conservation Corner Re!"#$%&"'(%)*+,-'
Windows that mirror the outside habitat present a different problem. If
you see branches or sky re7%#)%0(/"()$%(1,*&&(:$%"(8.-(,..A(*)(8.-2(
;#0)&;$A%>&'<((%'0)+-$/,0)%;">%/"+%B#-)$%,-+%*&01'$+)=%F",02#02%/"+%
lighting inside the house or fastening objects to the inside of the glass
;&0</%"+(.=%50$/+,)A%>&'<((%0++)%/&%,(/+-%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+%B>%
placing something on the outside. As a temporary measure, you can
rub a bar of soap on the window (the streaks can be easily removed).
Other solutions include attaching strips of paper or cardboard to the
window, hanging ribbons, streamers, colored string, festive garlands,
or even mobiles in front of it.

Screens and Netting

Another solution is to place some kind of screen or netting over the
;#0)&;=%!"#$%;&0</%&B$/-'*/%/"+%@#+;G%B#-)$%;#((%*&0/#0'+%/&%78(/").(
the window. They should bounce off relatively unharmed. Fruit-tree
netting, pulled tightly over a window should reduce or elimi-
nate injured birds.

Quick Takes

by Paul J. Baicich

 Gyrfalcons and many other raptors are 
known to return to the same nest sites over 
long periods and many generations, but un-
til recently nobody knew how long this ac-
tivity could persist. As part of a study of 13 
gyrfalcons nests in Greenland, scientists have 
discovered a gyrfalcons nesting site that is at 
least 2,500 years old.

 Researchers used radiocarbon dating of 
guano and nest debris to determine that 
one nest in Kangerlussuaq (in central-west 
Greenland) is surely more than 2,500 years 
old. Three other nests in the area are more 
than 1,000 years old.
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Submitted by Ruth Neese
 This is the first of a two-part series on 
our nation’s national symbol, the Bald 
Eagle. Florida has a large resident popu-
lation of Bald Eagles; in 2009 the Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) reported 1340 nesting pairs. Inter-
estingly, it is nesting behavior that makes 
South Florida Bald Eagles unique.
 Eagles begin gathering nesting mate-
rial in late September or early October and 
persist in nesting behavior through May, 
much longer than eagles in other parts of 
the U.S.! The FWC defines Bald Eagle nest-
ing season as October 1 through May 15. 
Egg laying may begin as early as October 
or as late as April; later nests are usually 
the result of a failed first clutch. Although 
nests may be constructed in any large tree, 
75% of eagle nests in Florida are built in 
living native pines. Nearly all nests are 
found 1.8 miles from water and are located 
within a territory encompassing approxi-
mately 1.2 square miles. A breeding pair 

may maintain up to five nests within that 
territory.
 Most clutches in Florida are laid be-
tween December and January and consist 
of two sequentially laid eggs. Average in-
cubation period is 35 days. Nestlings in 
Florida fledge at 11 weeks of age and re-
main with their parents for an additional 
one to two months before dispersing north-
ward in late spring. Keep your eyes open, 
you just might see one of Florida’s special 
eagles!

Feathered Friends

New! CLASSIFIED ADS
Birders Items Only!

FOR SALE: Zeiss Classic Binocular, 
10/40 like new, three sold in last 2 

weeks on E-Bay $640.00 - $900.00, 

asking $550.00. Can be seen at the 

next SLAS general meeting in April 

or call 772-595-8988.


