
May 8th Field Trip to Sebastian Inlet State Park
 Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Sabal Palm Shop-
ping Center on US #1 in Fort Pierce..located just 
South of Virginia Avenue, on the West side of 
US #1. Park in the area near Publix/Staples to-
wards the US #1 side of the parking lot.
 Bring beverages and snacks, and of course 
sunscreen!...and remember to bring your guide 

books. There is an $8 fee PER CAR to enter the 
park, so carpooling is suggested. We will enter 
the NORTH entrance (over the bridge) to the 
park, but the entrance fee will allow us to enter 
the South side of the inlet afterwards.
 Contact Dorothy at 349-6025 with any ques-
tions.
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President’s Message
 I finished viewing a three DVD set “the Life 
of Birds” narrated by David Attenborough. The 
video photography is spectacular. This is an in-
depth study of bird behavior. A must see for ev-
ery birder.
 David Attenborough closes with this thought: 
“Birds have been flying over this earth long be-
fore man arrived, but we have taken over the 
land, sea and sky. If we are to continue to enjoy 
the birds with all their beauty and variety, we 
must secure a place for them. With knowledge, 
skill and care we can secure a place for them 
and surely we should.” 
 Eric Draper, interim director of Florida Audu-
bon, in a letter to chapter leaders closes with 
these remarks: “Let us honor our conservation 
inheritance by resolving to give our successors 
a Florida abundant with birds and other native 
species and where people are connected with 
nature.”

 The St.Lucie Audubon Society serves as an 
“Advocate for the preservation of the Earth’s di-
verse ecosystems.” We must remain vigilant for 
change which could endanger our bird popula-
tion. 
 The SLAS Officers, Board members and Chair-
persons will be busy during the summer months 
arranging for monthly meeting speakers, bird 
identification classes, monthly field trips, spe-
cial events, and working with the county offi-
cials to secure a permanent home for the society. 
We should also develop and implement a strong 
education program for young people. If you are 
able to assist and/ or can make a positive contri-
bution to the Society, please contact an officer or 
board member.
 It has been an honor to serve as your Presi-
dent for the past two terms, and I wish to thank 
you for your support. 
          Daniel Walma MD

Calendar of Events

May Meeting: May 6, 2010.  Speaker Greg Braun, Martin County Audubon speaking on Piping Plovers

Meeting Place: Oxbow Eco-Center • 5400 NE St. James Drive, Pt. St. Lucie, FL 34983

Located 1.5 miles south of Midway Road • 1.5 miles north of Airoso
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 There are great choices in every price range, but 
the market is also littered with junk. Buy “bird-wor-
thy” binoculars and you’ll enjoy birding more than 
you ever thought possible. Buy junk and you are apt 
to give up in frustration. 
 NUMBERS GAME - One of the first things you’ll 
notice when you go shopping is that all binoculars 
are described by two numbers, such as 8X42 (pro-
nounced “eight by forty-two”). The first number tells 
you the magnification, or how many times the object 
is being enlarged. The second tells you the diameter 
of the objective lens (the lens at the fat end of the 
tube) in millimeters. Thus 8X42 binoculars magnify 
the image eight times and have an objective lens 
that is 42 millimeters in diameter. When comparing 
binoculars of equal quality, the bigger the difference 
between the two numbers, the sharper and brighter 
the image. There are, however, some practical limits. 
Binoculars with objectives larger than 42 millimeters 
will be too big and heavy for most people to carry 
around all day. Binoculars with objectives smaller 

than 30 millimeters will be lightweight and easy to 
carry, but they are not bright enough to show all the 
detail you need in poor light. Most experienced bird-
ers choose “full-sized” models with objective lenses 
that are 40 millimeters to 45 millimeters in diameter 
or “mid-sized” models with objective lenses from 30 
millimeters to 35 millimeters. Full-sized binoculars 
will give you almost all the detail your eye is ca-
pable of seeing in all but the poorest light. Mid-sized 
models will sacrifice a little detail in poor light, but 
they make up for it in reduced size and weight.

A Guide to Binoculars
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*** SPONSORSWANTED ***

St. Lucie County has a new policy of charging Non-Profits
for use of County facilities.

Our cost is $45.00 per month payable in advance. We are
looking for sponsors to underwrite the cost of using

Oxbow-Eco-Center.

In return we will acknowledge individual or company
names in our Newsletter several times

during the ensuing year. If you are interested in sponsoring
!"#$%&'()'*()&+,'),-.&+/0-%0

send checks to :

ST. LUCIE AUDUBON,
P.O. BOX 12474,

FORT PIERCE, FL 34979
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5Stillbirding@peoplepc.com

DunZippy@aol.comLiz Dunleavy

Adella Blacka ABLACKA@gmail.com

Jay Wise Lindyjay@bellsouth.net

Judith Whittemore wilbarwhit@bellsouth.net

eddie_ruth@msn.com

Lifetime Members of SLAS
Dan and Donna Walma 

Bob Bangert

Bob and Liz Dunleavy

Hart and Jewel Rufe
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John and Nettie Brolman
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Ed Bowes & Ruth Neese
Treasure Coast Wildlife Center

Billi Wagner
Sampala Farms
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Submitted by Ed Bowes
 I have heard birders express concern about the 
fate of birds removed from the Endangered Species 
list. Fortunately, many state, federal, and interna-
tional laws exist to protect migratory and non-mi-
gratory birds. I will briefly explain the top four fed-
eral laws that protect birds in the U.S. These laws 
are the Lacey Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the 
Endangered Species Act, and the Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection Act.
 The Lacey Act was one of the first attempts to 
protect birds in the U.S. Initially enacted in 1900 in 
response to the decimation of bird species for the 
millinery industry, the Lacey Act prohibited the pos-
session of and interstate commerce in birds and bird 
parts in violation of any state, tribal, or U.S. law. The 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act was passed in 1918 to give 
“teeth” to the enforcement of the Lacey Act.
 The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) decreed 
that all migratory birds, their parts, eggs, and nests 
were protected. This law has been amended several 
times to include partnerships with Mexico, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, and Russia. The last amend-
ment was made in 1998, tripling the financial 
penalties for misdemeanor offenses from $5000 to 
$15,000 and prohibiting the baiting of game birds. 
The Endangered Species Act of 1973 builds on the 
MBTA and accords enhanced protection to strug-
gling species. Together, the MBTA and Endangered 
Species Act confirm or implement U.S. commitment 

to several international treaties that seek to protect 
migratory birds. 
 Finally, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
of 1940 specifically addressed persistent human mo-
lestation of eagles. The Act forbade the take; posses-
sion; sale; purchase; barter; offer to sell, transport; 
export or import; of any Bald or Golden Eagle, alive 
or dead, including any part, nest, or egg unless al-
lowed by permit. 
 These laws carry heavy penalties for felony vio-
lations—a $250,000 fine and up to two years im-
prisonment per violation and penalties are doubled 
for an organization that breaks the law. For detailed 
information on these and other federal protection 
acts, go to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Web site 
at: http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/Regulation-
sPolicies/treatlaw.html#esa Information on Florida’s 
wildlife protection laws is available at http://myfwc.
com
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Below is the copy of the letter presented to Dotty & Hank Hull at the April board meeting and all members of the Board present signed it.

April 9, 2009

Dotty and Hank Hull
Palms of St Lucie West
501 Cashmere Blvd Apt 214
Port St Lucie, FL 34986 Phone: 772-340-2226

Dear Dotty and Hank:
The members of the St. Lucie Audubon Society were very sorry when you had to resign from your many duties on the Board of
Directors in February 2009. While we try to understand the reason we want you to know how much you both will be missed. All the
members say how much you have inspired them and furthered their education and love of birds by being with
you on so many occasions.

Shortly after you joined the Society when Grace Stock was president in 1989, you became leaders of this group. Hank served as
+,0%*10(2&*(&230&4556$%&7',&28'&20,.%9
You both led the Birding Education classes for many years. Dotty served as Membership Chairman, Adams Ranch Breakfast
Planner and kept the Christmas Bird Count accurate for years. Dotty edited the Laughing Gull and wrote the Feathered Friends
column. Hank served on the Board and was Field Trip Chairman and showed us many different birds.

You have given many years and hours of your life for the members of this Society. For which we all are so grateful. Today the
Members join their Members of the Board of Directors to thank you and honor you both with a

!"#$%&#'%('%')%*+,#-(./.*01
In your beloved St. Lucie Audubon Society.

Dan Walma
Dan Walma, President

M A Y 2 0 0 9 W W W . S T L U C I E A U D U B O N . O R G P A G E 3

Membership Application

L A U G H I N G G U L L

A one-year chapter membership extends from January to January. You
may use the coupon below to begin or renew your membership.

SLAS is now offering a Chapter-only annual membership for those who
want to financially support their local chapter. The following dues options

apply:

!"""#$%&'&%()*+",-."/01"20)1"""
!"""3)4&*2+",-5"/01"20)1"

(for 2 or more people in same household)
!"""6/7$871+",5."/01"20)1
!"""9):17$+",;.."/01"20)1
!"""<&=0:&40+",5..

Each local membership includes a subscription to the monthly newsletter
:;30&"-<)3*()&=<//>9&?'<&.-@&,0A0*B0&:;30&"-<)3*()&=<//>&B*-&%2-(1-,1&
mail or electronically via email. Please indicate your preference below.

Please make checks payable to and send to:
St. Lucie Audubon Society, P.O. Box 12474,

Fort Pierce, FL 34979

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________________________
State: _____________ Zip: _____________________
Phone: ________________________________ ____
E-mail: _____________________________________
New membership: ______ Renewal: ______

C/0-%0&%0(1&.@&:"-<)3*()&=<//>&D@E&
Email _____ or Standard mail: _____

Thanks for your support.

Submitted by Ed Bowes

!"#$%$"&'()%*(+,-%'.%/"+%*&01'$#&0%$'--&'0)#02%/"+%34++%50$+-/6%
message in the last newsletter. This information is from Cornell Lab

of Ornithology.

You hear a loud thud at your living room window. Looking up, you

see a few tiny feathers stuck to the glass. Others drift slowly to the

ground. One more bird has been struck down in a collision with a

plate-glass window. Bird-window crashes are an all-too-common

phenomenon. These collisions usually involve small birds, such as

!"#$%&'()$*)(+*,,(-"".)/#%0().()$%(12.-"03(4.5%)/5%&()$%(6/20&(*2%(
merely stunned and recover in a few moments. Often, however, they

die. The number of birds killed by collisions with windows is

staggering7estimates range as high as 100 million per year. Does this

mean that you should stop feeding birds? Not at all. It means that if

you notice birds striking your windows, you should take steps to

eliminate the problem.

Some Solutions

1) Move feeders to new locations. Usually bird strikes occur at one or

two windows. Moving feeders away from them may solve the problem

entirely.

2) Place feeders closer to the glass. If a feeder is just a foot or two

from a window, panicked birds may still 78(/").(/)'(6-)(92.6*6,8(:.";)(
have enough momentum to injure themselves.

89%:(/+-%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+=%51%>&'%)&0</%;,0/%/&%?&@+%>&'-%
1++)+-$A%&-%#1%-+(&*,/#02%/"+?%)&+$0</%$&(@+%>&'-%.-&B(+?A%>&'<((%0++)%
to alter the appearance of the offending windows. But to do this,

>&'<((%0++)%/&%!1-2%(.-)(:$8()$%(#.,,/&/."&(*2%(.##-22/"13(<2%(6/20&(
confused because the window is re7%#)/"1()$%(,*"0&#*9%(6%$/"0(/)=(>&(
/"+%2(,$$%$&%/-,0$.,-+0/%/"+>%/"#0C%#/%#$0</%/"+-+D%!&%!"0(.-)'(8.-;,,(
0++)%/&%2+/%,%B#-)<$-eye view.

See-Through Glass

Go to your feeder and look at your window. Can you see through it? If

so, the birds can, too. Is there a plant inside the house that might be

attractive to birds? If so, try moving it. Is there another window on the

opposite side of the house, creating the illusion of a 78-through

passage? Try making your windows less transparent by changing the

lighting inside the house7pull a shade or open or close a door. You

can also make glass less transparent by taping paper to the inside of

/"+%.,0+$=%!"#$%#$%'0$#2"/(>A%B'/%#/<$%,%2&&)%/+?.&-,->%?+,$'-+%'0/#(%
you can !"0(*(6%))%2(&.,-)/."3(?.55%2#/*,,8(*@*/,*6,%($*:A(
silhouettes are effective at deterring window strikes, as long as you

use several. They work not because they look like hawks, but because

/"+>%B-+,C%'.%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+=%:0&/"+-%$&('/#&0%#$%/&%.'/%'.%
a commercially available decal that is a replica stabilimentum or white

zig-E,2%1-&?%/"+%*+0/+-%&1%,0%&-B#/,(%$.#)+-<$%;+B=%5/%#$%/"&'2"/%/",/%
spiders create the highly visible zig-zag so birds and large insects will

avoid 78/"1(/").(*"0(0%&)2.8/"1()$%/2(:%6&3(B.)%C(D.(".)(*))*#$(
objects directly to thermopane windows without consulting the

manufacturer.

Conservation Corner Re!"#$%&"'(%)*+,-'
Windows that mirror the outside habitat present a different problem. If

you see branches or sky re7%#)%0(/"()$%(1,*&&(:$%"(8.-(,..A(*)(8.-2(
;#0)&;$A%>&'<((%'0)+-$/,0)%;">%/"+%B#-)$%,-+%*&01'$+)=%F",02#02%/"+%
lighting inside the house or fastening objects to the inside of the glass

;&0</%"+(.=%50$/+,)A%>&'<((%0++)%/&%,(/+-%/"+%;#0)&;<$%,..+,-,0*+%B>%
placing something on the outside. As a temporary measure, you can

rub a bar of soap on the window (the streaks can be easily removed).

Other solutions include attaching strips of paper or cardboard to the

window, hanging ribbons, streamers, colored string, festive garlands,

or even mobiles in front of it.

Screens and Netting

Another solution is to place some kind of screen or netting over the

;#0)&;=%!"#$%;&0</%&B$/-'*/%/"+%@#+;G%B#-)$%;#((%*&0/#0'+%/&%78(/").(
the window. They should bounce off relatively unharmed. Fruit-tree

netting, pulled tightly over a window should reduce or elimi-

nate injured birds.

Election Results

 At the April meeting of the SLAS, the follow-
ing were elected by acclamation: President 
Elect-Ruth Neese, Vice-President Elect-Doro-
thy Schultz, Corresponding Secretary Elect-
Liz Bardsley, and Director at Large Elect-Liz 
Dunleavy.

 They will be installed at the SLAS general 
meeting in May
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Submitted by Ruth Neese

 My first encounter with a Chuck-will’s-
widow (Caprimulgus carolinensis) was as 
a child growing up on a barrier island off 
coastal Georgia. I nearly stepped on the 
bird while I was walking through the pin-
ewoods next to my house. At the last sec-
ond, the bird turned its head and I noticed 
the movement! Chuck-will’s-widows are 
superbly camouflaged, their feathers be-
ing variegated shades of brown with black 
flecks and a brown throat, and seldom 
seen unless flushed from the ground.
 The Chuck-will’s-widow is a harbin-
ger of spring in the southeastern U.S., 
well known for its namesake call on clear 
moonlit nights. The bird is a member of the 
nightjar family, a group of birds with long 
wings, small legs, nocturnal or crepuscular 
activity, and large mouths. A Chuck-will’s-

widow’s beak is only ½ inch long, but the 
mouth can gape to 2 inches! This mouth 
is surrounded by stiff bristles that enlarge 
the gape, enabling the capture of large in-
sects while in flight.
 Nesting begins in March and runs 
through June; up to 2 eggs are laid in leaf 
litter. There is no attempt at nest building. 
Incubation lasts about 20 days, and the 
young are capable of flight 17 days after 
hatching. Though listed as a Species of 
Least Concern, very little is known about 
current Chuck-will’s-widow population 
levels. The Center for Conservation Biology 
at the College of William & Mary initiated a 
Nightjar Survey Network in 2007 with the 
goal of determining population status for 
all U.S. nightjars and launching conserva-
tion programs. Be sure to listen for the call 
of this enigmatic bird on a clear moonlit 
night.

Feathered Friends


