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  The Laughing Gull 

President’s Message 

Welcome back! Our first chapter meeting for the season is Thursday, 
October 4th, and our speaker will be Conservation Chair Diane 
Goldberg. Our Program Chair, Ellen Lynch, has some great speakers 
lined up for you this year, with topics ranging from sea turtles to bats.  

Our field trip season (October-June) has been packed full of great 
excursions selected and organized by Birding Adventure Chair Adella 
Blacka, with assistance from Doris Brookens.  The first field trip will be 
on October 13, and more will follow. Visit our Web site 
http://stlucieaudubon.org for the full schedule. 

 

The chapter has been invited as exhibitors to the Indian River Lagoon 
Science Festival on October 27 where we’ll meet ‘n’ greet folks and 
distribute literature about birds, native plants, and our chapter. This 
annual event draws big crowds and has lots of activities for the kids.  
Email us at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com  to get more information.  

 

  With fall migration upon us, Happy Birding! 

 

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, October 4 
Speaker:  Diane Goldberg  

The speaker for our October meeting is our 
Conservation Chair, Diane Goldberg. Her topic 
will be “Butterfly and Moth Gardening Using 
Native Plants.” As an added bonus, butterfly host 
plants will be available for sale at the meeting!   

 

Field Trip, Saturday, October 13 
 
Weldon B. Lewis Park 
4650 Oleander AV, Ft. Pierce, FL 
Meet in the parking lot between 7 & 7:15 AM; start time 7:30 AM. 
 
This is a 38-acre shady, peaceful preserve with a one-mile winding 
trail through hammocks. 
 
Contact Adella Blacka at ablacka.florida@gmail.com or via cell 
#856-261-8599. 

 

 

 

“Butterflies….flowers that fly and 
all but sing.” ~Robert Frost 

mailto:ablacka.florida@gmail.com


PAGE 3 

 
  

 

 

 The Laughing Gull 

 

 

 

 

Conservation Corner 

These are our chapter’s proposals for the Indian River Lagoon 
Regional Conservation Committee’s conservation priorities. 
Promote state bills that: 

1. Require farms and ranches to set aside 20% of their 
property for their own water reservoirs for use during 
the dry season and to curtail the release of contaminated 
runoff. 

2. Reinstate the requirement for septic tanks to be 
inspected every five years to identify leaks and prevent 
seepage of sewage into the water table. 

3. Stop the use of biosolids on farms, ranches, and golf 
courses, including products that contain biosolids. New 
ways of disposal need to be investigated. 

In the meantime, we can replace most of our turf grass with 
native ground cover, shrubs, and trees. Planting natives in the 
right location reduces the need for fertilizer, herbicide, and 
pesticide application. Native plants also encourage biodiversity, 
which sustains wildlife. Less runoff of polluting substances is 
good for everyone, and especially for our water. 

  

 

 

BY DIANE GOLDBERG 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via Paypal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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If you are birding, report what 
you see for science! The better 
the data, the better scientists 
can guide conservation efforts 
for birds and other species. 

 

 

Citizen Science 

First, mark your calendars for the Christmas Bird Count (CBC)! Our 
chapter’s CBC will be held Saturday, December 22, 2018. This year 
marks the 119th CBC, making this count the oldest citizen science 
project in the world!  If you would like participate on a team, 
please contact Ed Bowes via email at slacbc2010@gmail.com or 
call 772-607-4028. 
 
Second, there are other opportunities to participate in citizen 
science projects related to birds. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
Project FeederWatch count season begins November 10, 2018. To 
participate, you count birds that come to your bird feeders. 
Specific details can be found here: 
https://feederwatch.org/about/how-to-participate/  
 
Third, report the birds that you see every day to eBird. This online 
reporting system is helping biologists map changes in species 
ranges due to climate change and conservation efforts. If you have 
not used eBird, you can find it here: https://ebird.org/home    

 
 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Treasurer – Marc Rosenthal 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary  - Liz 
Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality  - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair  - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com   

mailto:slacbc2010@gmail.com
https://feederwatch.org/about/how-to-participate/
https://ebird.org/home
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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Feathered 

Friends 

The Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) is one of the most 
common owls in North America, and can be found year-round 
from Central America to the tree line in northern Canada. Great 
Horned Owls are nocturnal, but exhibit crepuscular behavior. This 
means they are most active at dusk and dawn. However, they 
may hunt at any time of day, even during daylight hours. When 
you think of a “hoot owl,” this is the bird—a Great Horned Owl’s 
call is a series of 4 to 5 hoots. 

Great Horned Owls are large birds, ranging between 18 to 25 
inches in length, with a wingspan of 39 to 57 inches. Females are 
larger than males, and larger birds are found in colder climates. 
Our owls in St. Lucie County tend to be on the smaller end of the 
scale. Plumage also varies by geographic location. Here in South 
Florida, Great Horned Owls are usually mottled tan to brown in 
color, though some birds will show more gray plumage. Further 
north and at higher elevations (think presence of snow), these 
owls show more white in their plumage and can be quite pale. 

Of course, Great Horned Owls have two prominent ear tufts, 
which are feathers, not horns. The ear tufts bear no relationship 
to the location of functional ears and can be laid flat, giving the 
owl a rounded head. Like other owls, Great Horned Owls have a 
facial disc. This disc is notably smaller than that of the Barn Owl, 
meaning Great Horned Owls use their vision more when hunting. 
They also have large yellow eyes and broad, rounded wings.  

Great Horned Owls can be found hunting in suburbia, as well as 
more rural areas. They can sometimes be spotted hunting by the 
artificial lights in large parking lots or streetlights. Look for these 
owls in Fort Pierce Inlet State Park, Savannas Recreation Area, 
Indrio Savannahs Preserve, and along roads in the western 
portion of St. Lucie County. 

 

 

 

BY RUTH NEESE 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 

Teague Hammock Preserve, Guide: Tim Towles  

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

Speaker: Ryan Chabot, “Swimming with Sea Turtles: 
Understanding Their World” 

 

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


