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President’s Message 

Can you believe we’re almost at the end of 2018?  What a Year of the 
Bird it’s been for Audubon and our feathered friends, with both 
victories and losses in Florida and the nation. 

And, it’s that time again…a gentle reminder that chapter dues are 
coming up for renewal.  Many members join through the National 
Audubon Society, which helps fund the chapter of their primary 
residence. However, local chapters offer memberships as well.  Why 
have national and local memberships?  Florida has many part-time 
residents who participate in our programs, so we need everyone’s 
support to fund the work we do here with a chapter-specific 
membership.  Will you consider chapter membership to support the 
work this chapter does on the Treasure Coast?  CLICK HERE TO LEARN 
MORE. 

We wish to acknowledge and thank the tireless work of our 
Webmaster, Mary Dodge, for conducting extensive research and then 
migrating all our information to a new and updated website.  It took 
many hours, much patience, and several work-arounds to make this 
possible, and we hope you like what you see so far.  Thank you, Mary! 

Migrating birds are arriving and making themselves seen and heard.  
Get those binoculars handy and hit the trails, folks! 

 

  

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, December 6 
Speaker:  Sam Fried 

The speaker for our December meeting is Sam 
Fried, birding expert and wildlife guide. His topic 
is “Tanzania, Africa—Birding & Wildlife in the 
Serengeti, Ngorongoro Crater, and Much More.” 

 

Field Trip, Saturday, December 8 
South Fork Kayak Outing, South River 
Outfitters,7647 SE Lost River Rd, Stuart, FL 

 
Meet:  South River Outfitters at 9 AM Saturday, Dec. 8.  
Guides: Co-leaders Kathy Mayshar & Roger LaLiberte 
Details: You may bring your own canoe or kayak at no charge or 
you may rent a single kayak for $28, a double kayak or canoe for 
$38 for the day. Rentals require a reservation in advance. Please 
bring sun block, a hat, appropriate clothing for boating, 
binoculars, water, snacks, and a lunch. It is about a 3-hour paddle 
both ways. It is a long paddle because of the time but not a 
strenuous paddle, as there are no currents. You must be 
physically capable of paddling for 3 hours. 
For questions, please contact: Kathy 
Mayshar, cmectvtfl@gmail.com 
 

“A day on the river restores the 
soul.” ~Anonymous 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=cmectvtfl@gmail.com
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Conservation Corner 

Climate change may be the reason behind a major decline in 
Arctic shorebird populations. This could be due to changes in 
trophic relationships, or the relationships between predator and 
prey in the food chain. A recent study 
(http://science.sciencemag.org/content/362/6415/680) examined 
data on 38,191 nests from 237 populations and found that 
shorebirds have experienced a worldwide increase in nest 
predation over the past 70 years (Kubelka et al., 2018).  

As ambient temperatures increased for each shorebird 
population, nest predation rates increased for both daily and total 
nest predation. The rates increased twofold for the North 
temperate zone and threefold in the Arctic zone. According to 
Kubelka et al. (2018), this means 70% of Artic nests are being 
depredated. What this means is that nesting in the Arctic no 
longer guarantees shorebirds greater nesting success due to 
lower rates of nest predation. 

This is very disappointing news. Nest predation is the most 
common cause of breeding failure. Combined with loss of suitable 
habitat, loss of wintering grounds, and changes in food availability 
due to climate change, populations of shorebirds could plummet. 
Conservation efforts must address all of these interlocking 
influences on shorebird populations. 

  

BY RUTH NEESE 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via Paypal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/362/6415/680
http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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If you are birding, report what 
you see for science! The better 
the data, the better scientists 
can guide conservation efforts 
for birds and other species. 
Report bird sightings to eBird at 
https://ebird.org/home  

 

 

Citizen Science 

It’s that time again—time for the 119th annual Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC)! The CBC is conducted between December 14 
and January 5 each year, and the St. Lucie Audubon Society count 
will be held Saturday, December 22, 2018, rain or shine. The count 
begins just after sunrise and lasts for a minimum of 8 daylight 
hours. Nocturnal birding, or owling, is optional for any team that 
wants to look for nocturnal birds on count day. All teams meet at 
the Oxbow Eco-center at 5 PM to turn in paperwork and enjoy a 
pizza party. 

 
Since the CBC began over a century ago, it has relied on the 
dedication and commitment of volunteers. You do not have to be 
an expert birder to participate on a count team. If you would like 
to join a CBC team, contact our local compiler, Ed Bowes via email 
at slacbc2010@gmail.com or via phone at 772-607-4028. 
Participate in the CBC and contribute to science that has been 
helping birds for over 100 years! 

 
 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Treasurer – Marc Rosenthal 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary  - Liz 
Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality  - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair  - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

Events Chair – Harriet Scott 

Raffle Coordinator – Wayne Snowy 

Director-at-Large – John Nelson 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com  

 

https://ebird.org/home
mailto:slacbc2010@gmail.com
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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Feathered 

Friends 

Ever wonder about your noisy neighbor that sings endlessly at 2 
AM? That is the Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos). The 
nighttime singing occurs during breeding season, but 
mockingbirds are quite vocal during the day, too! The noisiest 
birds are unmated males, who sing more often at any time of day. 
A male’s repertoire may consist of 200 songs, including imitations. 

Northern Mockingbirds are grayish-brown overall, with a paler 
gray on the breast and underparts. They have a long gray tail, 
which they waggle while foraging. Each wing has black and white 
patterning, with two prominent white wing bars. In flight, the 
wings show a large white patch and the tail shows white outer 
feathers. You might see mockingbirds on the ground, running a 
few steps, and then performing a “wing flash.” Ornithologists do 
not know the purpose of this behavior, but it might be a means of 
flushing insects. 

Northern Mockingbirds are primarily insectivorous, but they also 
enjoy small fruits and berries. Males will actively guard a favorite 
fruiting tree or shrub from all other birds, including Blue Jays and 
Cedar Waxwings. Mockingbirds are notorious as vigorous 
defenders of their nests, and they will attack any creature that 
comes too close. They will strike errant humans in the head hard 
enough to draw blood!  

Mockingbirds are ubiquitous in St. Lucie County. A mockingbird 
can be found on almost every utility line, streetlight, or tree. Just 
look up!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

BY RUTH NEESE 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 

Saturday, January 12, 2019 

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge 

Guides: Doris & Steve Brookens 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Speaker: Ken Gioeli—“Bat-tastic Night Out: Bat 
Detection Basics” 

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


