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President’s Message 

It is with sadness that we report the passing of our chapter Treasurer, 
Marc Rosenthal, on February 4, 2019. Marc served the chapter for 
many years, volunteering his organizational and financial skills to 
transact business on behalf of the chapter. He gave many hours of 
service keeping records and providing information to members, 
helping at events, and posting his sightings as a birder on our social 
media page. He will be greatly missed by many. 

On a brighter note, Conservation Chair Diane Goldberg and I had the 
honor of serving as judges again at the 2019 St. Lucie Regional STEM 
Fair on February 8, 2019. We selected three winning projects for the 
Grace Stock Environmental Award, and the student winners have been 
invited to our April meeting to present their projects and receive their 
awards from the chapter. Don’t miss it! 

Our Public Relations Chair, Ruth Neese, has been eagerly tracking the 
travels of the Swallow-tailed Kites as they make their way back to 
Florida for the season. The tagged kites are tracked by the Avian 
Research and Conservation Institute. Let us know if you’ve seen a 
Swallow-tailed Kite by sending an email through our website or posting 
on our Facebook page! 

Happy Birding! 

 

 

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, March 7 
Speaker:  Ilan Kaufer 

The speaker for our March meeting is Ilan Kaufer, 
Florida Power and Light Environmental Services 
Project Manager. His topic is “Solar Energy 
Expansion on the Treasure Coast.”  

 

Field Trip, Wednesday, March 6 
Green Cay Nature Center, Boynton Beach, FL 
 
Meet:  Wakodahatchee Wetlands boardwalk entrance 7:30 AM. 
Guides: Avid birder and photographer Linda Sullivan 
Time:  7:30 am to approximately 1 pm (We will meet at 
Wakodahatchee at 7:30 am and enjoy the wildlife there for 
approximately 2 hours before traveling to Green Cay and 
spending approximately 2 hours.) 
Details: Wakodahatchee Wetlands and Green Cay are wonderful 
opportunities to photograph a variety of colorful ducks, wading 
birds as well as other wildlife up close from the 
boardwalks.  Herons, cormorants and anhinga can be seen up 
close in nests with babies.  These are some of the most peaceful, 
serene places to see wildlife in their relaxed and natural state. 
More details can be found here. 
 

“Study nature, love nature, stay 
close to nature. It will never fail 
you.” ~ Frank Lloyd Wright 

https://www.stlucieaudubon.org/field-trips
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Conservation Corner 

Fracking was the big environmental news of the week from the 
Florida Capitol. Efforts focused on asking members of the House 
Agricultural and Natural Resources Subcommittee to vote “no” on 
a fracking ban that contains a loophole. The bill currently permits 
fracking using matrix acidizing, acid fracturing, and hydraulic 
fracturing. This is hardly a ban on fracking. Unfortunately, the bill 
passed the subcommittee on a party-line vote. Rep. Holly 
Raschein (R-Key Largo) will be the sponsor of the flawed fracking 
bill. In her comments on Wednesday, Rep. Raschein intimated 
that she would welcome discussion on how to improve this bill in 
future committee stops. 

On the Senate side, Senator Bill Montford's (D-Tallahassee) good 
fracking ban bill got even better with an amendment that 
removed a controversial, costly, and unnecessary study and 
clarified his ban language, which included matrix acidization. Sen. 
Montford’s bill passed unanimously through the Senate 
Environmental Preservation and Natural Resources Committee. 
While this is very good news, we are closely monitoring to see if a 
bill similar to Rep. Raschein’s flawed bill now pops up in the 
Senate. 

Your voice will undoubtedly be needed on environmentally 
sensitive legislation during this session. Please stay on top of this! 

 

BY FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via PayPal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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If you are birding, report what 
you see for science! The better 
the data, the better scientists 
can guide conservation efforts 
for birds and other species. 
Report bird sightings to eBird at 
https://ebird.org/home  

 

Don’t miss the Painted Bunting 
Feeder Watch on March 23, 
2019! Click here for details, or 
visit our Web page at 
www.stlucieaudubon.org/. 

 

Citizen Science 

President’s Day weekend meant it was time for the Great Backyard 
Bird Count (GBBC)! I hope you all participated on at least one day 
of the count. I counted and submitted lists for all four days. 

Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National 
Audubon Society, the Great Backyard Bird Count was the first 
online citizen-science project to collect data on wild birds and to 
display results in near real-time. Now, more than 160,000 people 
of all ages and walks of life worldwide join the four-day count each 
February to create an annual snapshot of the distribution and 
abundance of birds 

In 2018, GBBC participants in more than 100 countries counted 
more than 6400 species of birds on more than 180,000 checklists! 
As of February 17, 2019, 96,766 checklists had already been 
submitted with 5623 species observed and more than 15,370,000 
individual birds counted. That’s a lot of birds! 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Interim Treasurer – Ed Bowes 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary - Liz Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

Events Chair – Harriet Scott 

Raffle Coordinator – Wayne Snowy 

Director-at-Large – John Nelson 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com  

 

https://ebird.org/home
https://www.stlucieaudubon.org/field-trips/
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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Feathered 

Friends 

Willets are large, stocky shorebirds that are common at beaches 
in St. Lucie County except for mid-June to mid-July and 
September. They are one of the largest shorebirds, from 13 to 16 
inches in length. So, they stand out in a mixed flock of shorebirds 
as the “chunky long-billed bird.” 

 

Willets have gray or brown plumage that is mottled with black 
during breeding season. Winter plumage is a more overall plain 
gray color. They have a long, thick, straight black bill and long gray 
legs. The tail is short and squared off at the base. Overall, Willets 
are a very dull-colored shorebird when standing still. In flight, they 
show a striking white and black stripe on each wing.  

 

Willets feed during the day and at night along shorelines and 
mudflats. They eat a wide variety of insects, invertebrates, fish, 
clams, and crustaceans. Local favorites include fiddler crabs and 
small bait fish. 

 

Willets are saltwater birds, so look for them at the oceanfront and 
along saltwater marshes and tidal flats. Places to see Willets 
include D.J. Wilcox Preserve, Pepper Beach State Park, Ft. Pierce 
Inlet State Park, Avalon State Park, South Causeway Island Park, 
Vitolo Family Park, and John Brooks Park. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

BY RUTH NEESE 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 

Saturday, March 23 , 2019 

Painted Bunting Feeder Watch 

Guide: Sam Comer 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 

Speaker: Gabby Barbarite—“FAU/Harbor Branch 
Overview” plus the Grace Stock Environmental Awards  

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


