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President’s Message 

The weather is changing, and so is the guard!  It’s been a genuine pleasure to 
serve the chapter as president since June 1, 2017, and I’m grateful for the 
support, encouragement, advice, and assistance from so many chapter 
members and the Board of Directors during the past two years.  Without all 
of you, “steering the ship” would have been infinitely harder! 

These two years allowed us to grow the chapter’s membership, add a new 
Board appointment, an intern, upgrade our website (thanks to our tireless 
and receptive webmaster), gain a permanent telephone number, add 
programs, and partner with our sister chapters in Indian River and Martin 
counties in a variety of ways.   

We received two grants and will be partnering with St. Lucie County and 
Audubon Florida to maximize the conservation and preservation impact of 
those grants. 

And, sadly, we lost our long-time Treasurer, Marc Rosenthal as well, with Ed 
Bowes (Citizen Science Chair) stepping in to assume those duties and more to 
carry the chapter through to May elections (for which we mightily thank him). 

I’ll see you at chapter meetings and events, and wish you all a wonderful 
summer (don’t forget to check the website for upcoming summer programs, 
too!) Best wishes and much success to President-elect Ellen Lynch! 

And as always………happy birding! 

 

 

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, May 2 
Speaker:  Various  

Join us at 7 PM on May 2nd for “Show and Tell!” 
Four presenters will be sharing some interesting 
information with us.  

 
 
Field trips have ended for the season. 

 
 
Join us again in October 2019 when our field trips 
resume. Watch our website and Facebook page for any 
special opportunities that pop up during the summer. 
 
 

 

“The clearest way into the Universe 
is through a forest wilderness.”         
~ John Muir 
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Conservation Corner 

Remember the toxic blue-green algae bloom in our area last 
summer? Runoff from biosolids spread on agricultural lands was 
one of the suspected triggers. Biosolids are organic materials 
recycled from treated sewage. Biosolids can be Class A 
(undetectable pathogens, no odor) or Class B (detectable 
pathogens & odor). Sludge is the untreated solids after 
wastewater treatment.  

Florida law currently allows the essentially unrestricted spread of 
biosolids on agricultural land, as long as warnings are posted for 
Class B or sludge applications. A bill sponsored by state 
representatives from Indian River County would add some 
restrictions to biosolid use. Originally conceived as a local ban on 
biosolid use, the bill has evolved into one that would regulate the 
application of biosolids and sludge based on potential effects on 
the local water table.  

While viewed as a step backwards by some conservationists, the 
revised bill is providing previously absent direction for biosolid 
use. The current bill would increase inspections and testing for 
runoff. It also promotes the development of other ways to get rid 
of sludge and biosolid waste. It’s not perfect, but it’s a start. 

 

BY RUTH NEESE 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via PayPal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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If you are birding, report what 
you see for science! The better 
the data, the better scientists 
can guide conservation efforts 
for birds and other species. 
Report bird sightings to eBird at 
https://ebird.org/home  

 

 

 

Citizen Science 

It’s time for the Global Big Day again! This year, the event takes 
place on May 4th. You don’t have to commit to birding for 24 
hours—an hour or even 10 minutes of watching birds makes you 
part of the team. Visit your favorite spot or search out someplace 
new; enjoy a solo walk or get some friends to join in the Global Big 
Day fun. 

In order to participate in the count, you do need an eBird account 
to report your sightings. An eBird account is 100% free, and you 
can use it any time, not just for special events. Sign up here. Once 
you have that account set up, just watch birds on May 4th. The 
Global Big Day runs from midnight to midnight in your local time 
zone—count birds for 10 minutes, an hour, or all day. It is up to 
you!  

After counting, you can watch the reports come in and the species 
counts here. You must enter you big day count on eBird by May 8. 
So get out there, enjoy some birding, and help science at the same 
time! 

 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Interim Treasurer – Ed Bowes 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary - Liz Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

Events Chair – Harriet Scott 

Raffle Coordinator – Wayne Snowy 

Director-at-Large – John Nelson 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com  

 

https://ebird.org/home
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/create?service=https%3A%2F%2Febird.org%2Flogin%2Fcas%3Fportal%3Debird&locale=en_US&__hstc=60209138.2cf7dcbadc5dfd53e151dd3d0e85f175.1555786954971.1555786954971.1555786954971.1&__hssc=60209138.2.1555786954973&__hsfp=2317156292
https://ebird.org/globalbigday
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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Feathered 

Friends 

As the name implies, Least Terns (Sternula antillarum) are the 
smallest American terns. The photo makes the bird look big, but 
these little birds are only 8-inches in length with a wingspan of 18 
to 19 inches. Least Tern populations have declined 88% between 
1966 and 2015 (per the Cornell Lab of Ornithology), and the 
species is listed on the 2016 "State of North America's Birds 
Watch List." 

 

Least Terns can be found along the sandy beaches of the 
southern U.S. and along large river systems as far north as South 
Dakota in the summer. They have a black cap with a black eye 
stripe and a black leading edge on the wings. The underparts are 
white and the back is light gray. Their bill is yellow with a black tip. 

 

Least Terns are plunge divers, and may be seen hovering before 
they dive in to catch small fish. They search for food along the 
beach, the Indian River Lagoon, along drainage canals, and in 
retention ponds. Least Terns will nest on gravel rooftops, which 
puts their chicks at risk of injury from hot tar, heat stress, and 
trauma from falling off the roof. If you know of any Least Terns 
nesting on rooftops near you, watch for chicks on the ground. If 
uninjured, the chicks can be returned to the roof. Find more 
information here. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

BY RUTH NEESE 

http://fl.audubon.org/coastal-conservation/floridas-rooftop-nesting-birds


 

 

 

  

 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 

Monthly field trips will resume in October. 

See you then! 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 

  

 

 

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


