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The birding season in Florida is defined by seasonal conditions.  It 
accelerates with the arrival of a wonderful migratory species …the Snow 
Bird.  Our scheduled events are designed to coincide with their Florida 
nesting period.  Their enthusiasm is contagious, adding momentum to the 
success of the Society’s planned programs and activities, and there are a 
variety scheduled! 
 
Those of us who are non-migratory look forward to the annual arrival of our 
snowbird friends and members, as it heralds the renewal of dedication to 
the goals of our Audubon Society.  We are glad they have once again come 
home to “roost.” 
 
One needs only to glance at the schedule of events listed in this issue and 
on our Web page to appreciate the diversity of activities we undertake.  It’s 
fair to say there is something there for everybody, so avail yourself of the 
opportunity to participate. 

 
 
 
 

Liz Dunleavy 

President’s Message 

“Busy Schedule!” 

First Saturday of the month from 
October to May. Free & open to the 
public! 

 

Field Trips 

Adams Ranch Breakfast 
February 11, 2017! 
Register on our Web page!    
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____________________________________________________________ 

Field Trip: Green Cay Nature Center & Wakodahatchee  
Wetlands 

Saturday, February 4, 2017  

Trip leaders will be Hart & Jewel Rufe. Green Cay and Wakodahatchee  
Wetlands are wonderful opportunities to photograph a variety of colorful  
ducks, wading birds as well as other wildlife up close from the boardwalks. 
Herons, cormorants, anhinga can be seen up close in nests with babies.   
These are one the most peaceful, serene places to see wildlife in their  
most relaxed and natural state. Time is 7:30 AM to approximately 1 PM. 
 
Contact Adella Blacka via cell at 856-261-8599 or email  
ablacka.florida@gmail.com to sign up.  
 
Additional field trips are coming up! You can find the schedule on our  
Web page http://stlucieaudubon.org/fieldtrips.htm or on our Facebook 
Page under Events https://www.facebook.com/StLucieAudubonSociety/  
 

 

 
 

 
 

Birding Alaska  

Speaker February 2, 2017 

Sam Fried 

Flights of Fancy LLC 

 

President – Liz Dunleavy 

Vice President – Ed Bowes 

Treasurer – Marc Rosenthal 

 

Recording Secretary – Kathy 
Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary  

Program Chair & Director-at-
Large – Ellen Lynch 

Field Trip Chair & Director-at-
Large – Adella Blacka 

Hospitality Chair – Judith 
Whittemore 

 

 

Conservation Chair – Ruth 
Neese; Co-Chair – Diane 
Goldberg 

Membership Chair & 
Parliamentarian – Peggy Silletto 

 

Board members may be 
contacted by email at 

stlucieaudubon@gmail.com 

 

 

St. Lucie Audubon 

Board of Directors 

mailto:ablacka.florida@gmail.com
http://stlucieaudubon.org/fieldtrips.htm
https://www.facebook.com/StLucieAudubonSociety/
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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By Ruth Neese—Conservation Chair 

People who support conservation and preservation of 
wild lands are in for a very bumpy ride from a 
governmental perspective.  Donald Trump’s Cabinet 
choices and Congressional budget actions have the 
potential for reversing decades of progress in 
conservation and environmental protection. 
 
The President of the National Audubon Society, David 
Yarnold, has issued a statement condemning the 
selection of Scott Pruitt to head the Environmental 
Protection Agency. “How can Scott Pruitt be the 
protector of America’s water, air and health when he 
has so relentlessly attacked the agency in charge of 
providing those protections and demonstrated such 
disregard for these precious resources while serving as 
attorney general of his state? 
 
“Pruitt has repeatedly put the interests of the 
agricultural, oil, gas and coal industries, which have 

Warning! Decades of Conservation 

Work at Risk   funneled more than $300,000 into his election 
campaigns, ahead of protecting the health of the 
citizens who elected him to state office. 
 
“This is a dangerous record for a man who has been 
nominated to lead the agency that that should 
operate on the assumption that clean air and water 
are not Republican or Democratic issues, but basic 
American rights. 
 
“The EPA does life-saving work for the birds we 
cherish, the wild places we treasure and the families 
we love. The Senate should not hand the keys of the 
EPA to a man who has shown by his words and his 
actions that he has every intention to undo nearly half 
a century of progress.” (Source of quote here: 
http://www.audubon.org/news/audubon-opposes-
nominee-epa-administrator). 
 
Congress has already made a rules change that will 
make it easier to hand over protected federal land to 

http://www.audubon.org/news/audubon-opposes-nominee-epa-administrator
http://www.audubon.org/news/audubon-opposes-nominee-epa-administrator
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state or local governments. Environmentalists fear that the land will then 
be sold to developers or exploited for mining or logging. (Source here: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-
environment/wp/2017/01/03/house-gop-rules-change-would-make-it-
easier-to-sell-off-federal-land/). Members of Congress have also indicated 
that they want to “roll back” protections guaranteed by the Endangered 
Species Act. The House Natural Resources Committee Chairman, Rob 
Bishop, has stated he “would love to invalidate” the law. (Source here: 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/c4809b5e9f4641ffa45e09b390030293). We 
stand to lose valuable lands and entire species forever if these changes 
occur! Those who value conservation and the protection of our wild lands 
and wildlife must make our voices heard in Washington. Let your elected 
representatives know that exploitation of conservation lands purchased 
with our tax dollars is unacceptable! 
 
  

 Chapter Dues Reminder 

Local chapter membership dues have increased as of January 1, 
2017. The new dues are: 

 Individual - $25 per year 

 Family - $30 per year 

 Sponsor - $50 per year 

 Patron - $100 per year 

 Lifetime - $500 
Yearly chapter membership runs January to January.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Conservation Corner (continued) 

St. Lucie County has a policy of 
charging non-profits for the use of 
county facilities. 

Our cost is $45 dollars a month, 
payable in advance. We are looking 
for sponsors to underwrite the cost 
of our monthly meetings at the 
Oxbow Eco-Center. 

In return, we will acknowledge 
individual or company names in 
our newsletter several times during 
the ensuing year. If you are 
interested in sponsoring St. Lucie 
Audubon’s monthly programs, 
please send checks to: 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

PO Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL  34979 

Donations for Crosstown Legal 
Fees 

Cindi Dillon 
Priscilla Clancy 
Adella Blacka 
Linda Sullivan 
Ellen Lynch 
Dave Austin 
Lisa Austin 
Sandy Friedson 
Billi Wagner 
 
Meeting Sponsors 
Wayne & Carol Pembroke 
 

  

 

Our Generous Sponsors 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/01/03/house-gop-rules-change-would-make-it-easier-to-sell-off-federal-land/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/01/03/house-gop-rules-change-would-make-it-easier-to-sell-off-federal-land/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/01/03/house-gop-rules-change-would-make-it-easier-to-sell-off-federal-land/
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/c4809b5e9f4641ffa45e09b390030293
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Tricolored Herons are medium-sized herons that 
are year-round residents in Florida, the 
Caribbean, and along the southeastern and Gulf 
coasts of the U.S. They are most commonly found 
in freshwater wetlands and marshes, but may be 
seen in mangrove swamps. 
 
The Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) was 
formerly known as the Louisiana Heron. A slender 
day-heron, these birds are called tricolor for a 
reason. Their upper parts are slate-gray while 
their bellies and foreneck are white with chestnut 
markings on the neck. Adults may have some 
maroon feathers on their backs. Their legs are 
light green to greenish-yellow. The beak has a 
dark upper half and yellow lower portion. During 
breeding season, adults of both sexes develop 
white plumes on their heads and maroon 
markings become more prominent. In South 
Florida, these birds start breeding as early as 
February. Breeding activity peaks in March. 
 
Tricolored Herons feed almost exclusively on fish. 
They hunt in brackish and salt water by stalking or 
canopy feeding (extending wings forward to cover 
the head and neck). These birds crouch while 
hunting and are solitary feeders. Tricolored 
Herons are more active hunters than Little 
 
 
 

Blue Herons, and can often be seen running 
behind a school of fish.  Look for these birds in 
your backyard canal or in Oak Hammock Park, 
Savannas Preserve State Park, Pinelands Preserve, 
and Teague Hammock Preserve. 
 

 
 
Tricolored Heron 
Photo by Scott Patterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feathered Friends by Ruth Neese 

The St. Lucie Audubon Society is on the Web at 
http://stlucieaudubon.org Visit the Web site for 
happenings, photos, field trip reports, the Hart 
Beat column by Hart Rufe, and the On the Fly blog 
by Ruth Neese.  You can download a membership 
application there, too. 

Join us on Facebook! 

 

Visit our Web Site! 

This QR code will take you right to 
the Web site using your smartphone. 

http://stlucieaudubon.org/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field Trips and Speakers 

Coming Attractions 

Field trip: Saturday,  
March 11, 2017 

 
Lakeside Ranch STA 

Martin County 
 

Trip Leader: John Nelson 
 

 

Meeting: Thursday 
March 2, 2017 

 
Speaker: Billy Gibson 

 
“The Friends of the Spoil 

Islands” 

 

Help our chapter save printing and mailing costs by signing up for the email newsletter. The newsletter can then be printed 
out if you prefer to read it offline. To request the email version, send your name and email address to eddie_ruth@msn.com   

St. Lucie Audubon 

Society 

PO Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979  

Laughing Gull 

Newsletter 

mailto:eddie_ruth@msn.com

