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  The Laughing Gull 

President’s Message 

Our field trip season (October-June) has been packed full of great 
excursions selected and organized by Birding Adventure Chair Adella 
Blacka, with assistance from Doris Brookens.  There will be another 
field trip for members in June, so keep your eye on your email, the 
website, and our newsletter for announcements. 

 

The chapter has been invited as exhibitors to three upcoming events 
where we’ll meet ‘n’ greet folks and distribute literature about birds, 
native plants, and our chapter.  Email us at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com 
or call 772-577-3562 to get more information. 

 

Recent bird sightings in the area include Grey Catbirds (still here!), 
Black-Neck Stilts, Painted Buntings, Great-crested Flycatchers, various 
Wood Warbler species, among others.  The Global Big Day of Birding is 
May 5th—find more information in this newsletter or visit 
https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-5-may-2018.  

 

Happy Birding! 

 

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, May 3 
Speaker: Multiple Guests  

The speakers for our May general meeting will be 
members of our chapter in an evening of “Show 
and Tell.” Of course the evening will be topped 
off by two special guests from the Treasure Coast 
Wildlife Center. 

 

June 2018 
 
Sea Turtle Walk 
 
A St. Lucie County beach… 
 
We will have a date by the end of April. Watch our 
Web site for more information: 
http://stlucieaudubon.org  

 

 

“Take a walk with a turtle. Behold 
the world in pause.” ~Bruce Feiler 

http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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Conservation Corner 

How many birds can be seen in one day? That’s the question that 
drives a ‘big day,’ a 24-hour birding binge that is a fond tradition 
among birders. Traditional birding ‘big days’ focus on a single 
team of birders, which got us thinking: what if everyone in the 
world joined together for a single Big Day? The answer, it turns 
out, is an incredible 65% of all the bird species on the planet—at 
least. 

This is all you have to do to be a part of the next birding world 
record: 

Watch birds on 5 May: You don’t need to be a bird expert, or go 
out all day long. Even 10 minutes in your backyard will help. 
Global Big Day runs from midnight to midnight in your local time 
zone. You can report birds from anywhere in the world. 

Enter what you see and hear on eBird: You can enter your 
sightings via the Web site https://bit.ly/2HT0BSb or the eBird 
mobile app https://bit.ly/2Fi3vu9. You can enter and submit lists 
while you’re still out birding, and the app will even keep track of 
how far you’ve walked, so you can just focus on watching birds. 
While you’re downloading free apps, try out the Cornell 
Lab’s Merlin Bird ID app for help with identification-- 
http://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/   

  

 

BY RUTH  NEESE 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via Paypal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

https://bit.ly/2HT0BSb
https://bit.ly/2Fi3vu9
http://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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 LAST CHANCE to buy raffle 
tickets for the exquisite 
cornucopia handcrafted by 
Roger Laliberte. See Wayne 
BEFORE the May 3rd meeting 
begins. Take this one-of-a-kind 
sculpture home!  

Ticket price: 

$1 per ticket  

$5 = 6 tickets 

Your donation is greatly 
appreciated! 

 

Citizen Science 

Four teams participated in the Dotty and Hank Hull Memorial Bird-
A-Thon between March 23 – March 26. A total of 78 bird species 
were counted by the four teams. Some special sightings included: -
- Wild Turkey                     - Magnificent Frigatebird 
- Swallow-tailed Kite         - Northern Harrier 
- Black-necked Stilt    - Barred Owl 
- Pileated Woodpecker     - Crested Caracara 
- Eastern Meadowlark      - Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
First place went to Team Loonie with 54 species counted. 
Congratulations to Team Loonie! The results by team were: 

• 2nd place—Ed’s Bird Brains: 44 species 

• 3rd place—Lynch Mob: 40 species 

• 4th place—Busy Buntings: 38 species 

 
 

 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Treasurer – Marc Rosenthal 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary  - Liz 
Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality  - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair  - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com   

mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com


PAGE 5 

 
  

 

 

 The Laughing Gull  

 

 

 

Feathered 

Friends 

Green Herons are smaller than Cattle Egrets, being at most 18 
inches in height. They can also be very difficult to see because 
their normal position is low to the water, lurking in the shadow of 
vegetation, hunched down, watching for prey. Sometimes you 
only know a Green Heron is present after you accidentally flush 
the bird. 

Did you know that Green Herons had such a long neck? That long 
neck functions like a spear; when prey is spotted, the heron 
shoots the head forward and the long neck allows a longer reach 
and greater power. When outstretched, you can see the rich 
chestnut color present on the neck. Your other ID clues are the 
dark cap that contrasts with the brownish-purple face and neck, 
the grayish-yellow bill, and gray-green back.  

Green Herons are present in St. Lucie County year-round. Look for 
them hunting next to culverts in canals, in mangrove roots, in the 
reeds in wetlands, and along the edges of ponds and mudflats. 
You can find them in Savannas Preserve State Park, George 
Lestrange Preserve, Paleo Hammock Preserve, and the Savannas 
Recreation Area. 
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FIELD TRIP 

Watch for a sea turtle walk in June!  

 
GENERAL MEETING 

October 4, 2018 

 

 

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


