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President’s Message 

This month brings us reports of birds all around, such as Wood Stork, 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Orioles, and a wide variety of Wood 
Warblers. 

Thanks to our hard-working webmaster, the website is up and bringing 
in many inquiries about the Adams Ranch events – January, February 
and March’s trips sold out in a flash with continued interest.  We’re so 
pleased with the public’s response, and grateful to Adams Ranch for 
their continued support of our chapter! 

As we have for several years, members from the chapter will judge 
student projects in the upcoming 30th Annual St. Lucie County Science 
and Engineering Fair on the campus of Indian River State College on 
the February 8, 2019.  We look forward to selecting three student 
projects for the Grace Stock Environmental Awards and presenting 
those awards in April. 

Seen an unusual bird?  A “life” bird?  A beautiful bird?  Why not join us 
on FaceBook and show off with a photo or a little write up?  We’re 
always happy to hear and see member sightings! 

 
As always—Happy Birding! 

 

 

By Eva Ries 
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Thursday, February 7 
Speaker:  Matthew Anderson 

The speaker for our February meeting is 
Matthew Anderson, FL DEP Indian River Lagoon 
Aquatic Preserves. His topic is “Spoil Island Bird 
Usage: Birds in the Indian River Lagoon.” 

 

Field Trip, Saturday, February 9 
Joe Overstreet Landing, Kenansville, FL 
 
Meet:  Roadside on N Canoe Creek RD, approximately 1 mile 
before the turn at Joe Overstreet RD, at 7:15 AM. Look for the 
group of birders with binoculars! 
Guides: Avid birder and photographer Linda Sullivan 
Details: It is approximately 80 miles from Port St. Lucie to Joe 
Overstreet Landing. We will begin the day by looking for Red-
cockaded Woodpecker from the roadside along N Canoe Creek 
Rd., Kenansville FL.  The best time of day to observe these birds is 
at dawn as they leave their roosting trees for the day. A 
Whooping Crane was sighted here this week, too! This will be an 
all-day trip. For full details and to sign up for the trip, click here. 
 
 

 

“In every walk with nature, one 
receives far more than he seeks.” ~ 
John Muir 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4faba72da7f49-january
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Conservation Corner 

Florida Bay and Everglades National Park are choked from the 
freshwater they need. Two exciting developments are changing 
that: 

• The second bridge along Tamiami Trail was inaugurated last 
month and 

• The decades-long Modified Waters Delivery project to send 
water to Everglades National Park was completed earlier this 
year. 

The operational plan threading these projects together will be 
completed by mid-2020. As restoration projects are completed, 
orchestrating how these projects come together is critical in 
maximizing the taxpayer investment in restoration infrastructure. 
These foundation projects set the tone for the next leg of 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan projects to come. 
With nearly $1 billion invested in the Southern Everglades to date, 
Audubon is advocating for a plan that provides at least $1 billion-
worth of ecosystem benefits for Florida Bay. 

See more Audubon Florida News here. 

 

 

BY AUDUBON FLORIDA 

Chapter Dues 

The year for local chapter dues runs January to January. Dues can be paid by check or via Paypal 
on our Web site: http://stlucieaudubon.org  

- Individual: $25                                                 -   Sponsor: $50 
- Family (2 or more people): $30                    -   Patron: $100   

http://stlucieaudubon.org/
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If you are birding, report what 
you see for science! The better 
the data, the better scientists 
can guide conservation efforts 
for birds and other species. 
Report bird sightings to eBird at 
https://ebird.org/home  

 

Don’t miss the Painted Bunting 
Feeder Watch on March 23, 
2019! Click here for details, or 
visit our Web page at 
www.stlucieaudubon.org/. 

 

Citizen Science 

Another big thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Christmas Bird Count! Here is a brief synopsis of the results. First, 
35 people were out in the field counting birds. Second, the 
participants traveled 550 miles! Most of that distance was covered 
by car, but 15 miles were covered by boat. Third, a total of 124 
bird species were counted that included 20,560 individual birds. 
These are higher totals than 2017. 
 
As usual, the largest number of birds was Turkey Vultures at 7390 
individuals (our count circle includes the county landfill). Other 
high counts included Tree Swallows (1236), White Ibis (1139), 
Common Grackles (1091), Boat-tailed Grackles (719), Laughing 
Gulls (505), and Brown Pelicans (298). Other notable finds were 
five Bald Eagles, three Great Horned Owls, and two Barred Owls. 
In a first for our CBC, two Gray-headed Swamphens were counted. 
These swamphens are nonnative birds with established breeding 
populations in Palm Beach County, which is the likely source of 
these birds.  

 

BY ED BOWES 

St. Lucie Audubon Officers & 
Board Members 

President – Eva Ries 

Vice President – Ellen Lynch 

Treasurer – Marc Rosenthal 

Recording Secretary – Kathy Mayshar  

Corresponding Secretary  - Liz 
Dunleavy 

Program Chair – Ellen Lynch 

Birding Adventure Co-Chairs – Adella 
Blacka, Doris Brookens, Kathy Mayshar 

Hospitality  - JoAnn & Tom Stillman 

Conservation Chair – Diane Goldberg  

Membership Chair  - Carol Pembroke 

Citizen Science – Ed Bowes 

Public Relations – Ruth Neese 

Events Chair – Harriet Scott 

Raffle Coordinator – Wayne Snowy 

Director-at-Large – John Nelson 

 

Board members may be contacted by 
email at stlucieaudubon@gmail.com  

 

https://ebird.org/home
https://www.stlucieaudubon.org/field-trips/
mailto:stlucieaudubon@gmail.com
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Feathered 

Friends 

This is a Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto), a non-
native relative of the Mourning Dove. These doves get their name 
from the black half-collar on their neck. A few of these birds were 
introduced into the Bahamas in the 1970s. They arrived in Florida 
from there in the 1980s and have rapidly colonized North America 
since then. They can be found across the U.S. except in the 
Northeast. As an introduced species, they are not protected from 
hunting.  

 

Eurasian Collared-Doves are chalky light brown to grayish in color 
with a prominent black half-collar around the nape of the neck. 
Their dark wingtips are visible in flight and while perched. The tail 
is squared off at the tip, instead of pointed like a Mourning 
Dove’s.  In flight, broad white patches are visible in the tail. Their 
call is a coarse, three-part coo. Eurasian Collared-Doves are much 
larger than Mourning Doves, with both sexes averaging 11.5 
inches in length. 

 

These doves are found in urban and suburban areas, usually 
perched on utility poles and wires. They will visit bird feeders for 
seed and they may be found in parking lots surrounding 
restaurants. In more rural areas, they are found in grain fields and 
near feed barns and troughs. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

BY RUTH NEESE 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

FIELD TRIP 

Wednesday, March 6 , 2019 

Wakodahatcheee Wetlands, Delray Beach, FL 

Guide: Linda Sullivan 

 
GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 

Speaker: Ilan Kaufer—” Solar Energy Expansion on the 
Treasure Coast” 

 

Coming Attractions 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://stluciesudubon.org 

St. Lucie Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 12474 

Ft. Pierce, FL 34979 

 


